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News and Notes 
For Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock  

September 2019 

NUNTON VILLAGE 
 

So where does the name Nunton come from?  
 
From the earliest times Bodenham and Nunton seem to be 
referred to as virtually equivalent, but of course they are 
not.  It seems that the suffix ‘ton’ relates to the Old English 
term for an enclosed village, farmstead or manor from 
about the 7th Century onward.  The origins of Nun may be 
more obscure, with a possibility that there was a convent in 
the area at about the time of the Norman Invasion.   

It is a long and strung out village, graced by a great pub 
with a lovely garden for fine summer evenings, and a 
relatively modern St Andrew’s Church. Although the Church 
does have 12th Century origins it was largely rebuilt in the 
1850’s.   

The Martin family supplies milk from their dairy herd at the 
pub which is really fresh with a proper head of cream on it, 
but which the bluetits cannot get to!   

There is also a Manor House, Nunton House, which was 
built in 1720, by the local farmer’s future son in law (Lower 
Nunton Farmhouse was quite a lot earlier), allegedly 
fulfilling the requirement to ”build a lovely house next door 
to parents”. It was built adjoining but facing AWAY from 
mother in law!   

The house was occupied by many different people over the 
years including the Batt and Buckley families.  However, 
during World War 2 it fell into disrepair and was bought in 
1945 by Captain Clarence RN, who was somewhat of an 
eccentric. He was a keen a bird fancier who put big aviaries 
in the garden and utterly neglected the house itself.  It had 
no heating at that time and was kept tolerable by oil stoves 
which ran so hot they burned holes in the wooden floors.  

It was bought it in 1954 by Julia Joynt’s parents.  Four lorry 
loads of wire netting were removed from the garden and 
the badly damaged panelling was laid out on the lawn, 
repaired and put back, and is still there  The village was up 
in arms as they thought it was going to be scrapped! 
Enid Alston  - Editor 
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Regular Events    Everyone is welcome to join in. 

WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, The Radnor Hall, Bodenham 

Singing 
Group 

Tuesdays (ex. Aug/Dec), 4.30pm or 7.00pm, The Barker Room, contact 
Adrian Taylor on 07753 829027 

Mobile 
Library 

Britford (Outside the Shelter Barn, Lower Road) 10.00am –10.20am, 
every 4 weeks .  Support needed to keep it running 

Acorn Club Coffee Morning – Wednesdays 10.30am at The Orchard 

'Local 
Vocals' 

Singing group for everybody.  No need to read music.  1
st

 and 3
rd

 Mon-
days each month.  The Radnor Hall, 7.30pm - 9.30pm.  Please check 
with Clare Chitty 07899 718780 

Circle  
Dancing 

Simple dances from many countries to join in with, no partner or previ-
ous experience necessary.  2

nd 
and 4

th 
Mondays at The Radnor Hall.  

7.30pm – 9.30pm.  Contact Clare Chitty 07899 718780 

Village 
Prayers 

If you’d like prayers to be said for someone you know, a particular situa-
tion or yourself, you may either put a note in the Village Prayers box at 
St Andrew’s, Nunton or St Mary’s, Odstock, email details to 
 villageprayers@live.com.   
For date of next meeting: contact Adrian Taylor on 07753 829027 

Church 
Events 

Prayer. Every Monday morning in term time we meet at 9.15 in the Or-
chard to pray. Monday 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 Sep.  
 
Every Tuesday morning in term time we meet at 11.30 at Field House in 
Charlton All Saints. Tuesday 3, 10, 17, 24 Sep.  
 
Bible study. Will start again on Monday 14, 21 October 7pm in the  
Barker Room (next to St. Andrew's Church) Nunton (SP5 4HP). 

News and Notes Diary 

Date Event 

6 Sep  ONB WI Gardening Group - 2 pm in the Radnor Hall 

8 & 22 Sep Car Boot Sales, The Football Field, Nunton 

9 Sep Odstock, Nunton & Bodenham WI  Meeting - 2pm in the Radnor Hall 

27 Sep Macmillan Coffee morning at The Orchard, 10 - 12 noon 

28 Sep The Goose Fair, St Laurence Church, Downton, 10 am - 2pm 

29 Sep Taizé Workshop in the Barker room followed by a service.  See advert. 

3 Oct  ONB WI Gardening Group - 2 pm in the Radnor Hall 

6 Oct Harvest Festival service and lunch at Nunton Church 

Dates  

mailto:villageprayers@live.com
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Community News 

Harvest Festival at Nunton Church 
Sunday 6th October 11 -12 noon 
Followed by a Shared Lunch in  

The Barker Room 
Proceeds in aid of  

Morning Star Salisbury 
Contact Debby: 01722 329769 or 

dunderh942@btinternet.com 
All welcome. Come and join us. 

You are invited to the world’s biggest 
coffee morning  

in aid of  

MACMILLAN CANCER 
SUPPORT 

In the Community Room at the 
Orchard, Nunton 

Friday 27 Sep 10 - 12 noon 

Coffee, tea and home made cakes for 
you to enjoy 

Plus craft work made by our  
residents 

The Goose Fair 

St Laurence Church, 
Downton 

Saturday 28th September 

10am - 2pm - Free Entry 

 Local craftwork: 

Decorated glass - jewellery - needlework - 
knitwear - cards - wooden items & more!  

Home-made cakes, jams & produce 
Raffle, bottle & chocolate tombola   

Refreshments – including light lunches  
 

For further information,  
contact Judy Gimson on 01725 510326   

CRESS TRIP to 
UGANDA 

3 – 15 September 2019 
The 10th Anniversary CRESS trip to 
the South Sudanese Refugees in 
Northern Uganda departs on 3rd 
September.  Jeremy Metcalfe will 
be supporting Caroline Lamb and a 
few others from the Chalke Valley. 
 
The team will be meeting all the 62 
sponsored school children and 18 
university students on a family day 
and celebration of 10 years of 
CRESS educational support.   
We will also visit the South  
Sudanese refugee camps, the vari-
ous agriculture projects and the 
CRESS Clinic. 
We will be conducting trauma train-
ing, & running a two-day confer-
ence on handling stress and bring-
ing children up in a Christian fami-
ly.   

What can you do to support the 
team ? 

Pray for the team’s safety and  
engagement. See the website for 
our itinerary. 
Provide Pounds sterling for the 
team to purchase solar chargers 
£20, basic phones for students 
£15, and other products to make 
life more bearable in a refugee 
camp. 
Thank you so much for your  
continued support, please rest  
assured that everything you give 
goes to help the South Sudanese 
refugees and is changing lives. 
Jeremy Metcalfe 

For more info, you can follow our 
trip or make a donation via 

www.cressuk.org  

http://www.cressuk.org
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Events 

Car Boot Sales 

Sunday,  8 & 22 September  

The Football Field, Nunton   
Admission: 

£5 for traders Cars, £10 for vans and 
trailers,  30p for Buyers 

All proceeds in support of local 
charities 

Extra articles and adverts are in 
e-News & Notes  

Visit our website: NewsandNotes.co.uk and 
sign up for email notifications. 

WI Gardening Group 
Talks  

Thu 6 Sept - Wildflowers 
 with Sue Bright   

Thu 3 Oct - Putting the  
Garden to Bed  

with Roger Hirons  

At the Radnor Hall at 
2.00pm. 

 Guests are welcome £3.00  

Coombe Bissett & Homington 
Badminton Club 

in the Village Hall 

Every Wednesday evening  
starting in Sept:8pm-10pm.  

Information: 01722 
718485 /718670 

The South Wiltshire 
Filling Station 

Wednesday 25 September 

At The Radnor Hall, Bodenham, 
With James Nickols   

Refreshments from 7.30pm   
Worship, Teaching and Prayer 

until 9.30pm 
All welcome 

To find out more visit: 
www.TheFillingStation.org.uk  

FILM NIGHT AT  
THE RADNOR HALL  

 

Fishermen’s Friends (12) 

Ten fishermen from Cornwall 
achieve a Top 10 hit after they 

are signed by Universal Records 
for being able to sing a sea 

shanty or two.  

The Radnor Hall, Bodenham,  

Thursday 31 October 7.30 pm 
(Doors open 7 pm)  

Tickets £6  

To reserve tickets in advance contact 
Sally Nelson on: 01722 328220 

Refreshments, including ice cream, 
will be on sale in the interval 

Please bring your own alcoholic 
beverages 

 

Dates for your diary:  

Thursday 28 November 2019:  
The White Crow 

Thursday 30 January 2020:  TBC 

Thursday 27 February 2020:  TBC 

Thursday 26 March 2020:  TBC 

http://www.TheFillingStation.org.uk
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Plumbing and Drainage 

 Plumbing 

 Heating 

 Bathroom and Kitchen installation 

 All work Fully Guaranteed 

 25 Years’ Experience 

 Free Quotes 

 Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 

Please call David on  
01725 512645 or 07818 046222 

Adverts 

DON’T stand for a broken chair when 
you can sit on a decent seat 

 

CHAIRS RE-CANED 

Les Dodd 01722 329341 

 

 

PRIVATE DINING  
LONGFORD FARMHOUSE - BODENHAM 

We are a private dining venue which delights in 
serving up great food, offering unusual and  
exotic dishes, mixing Mediterranean flavours 
with some classic British fare.  
If you've got something to celebrate and a 
group of friends you would like to celebrate 
with then get in touch.  Bring your own drinks 
as we're not licensed and there's no corkage 
charge.  So come and have a lot of fun in an  
exquisite atmosphere dedicated to your  
enjoyment.  
EVENT CATERING: We also cater for weddings, 
parties & events at local private houses &  
venues.  Contact us for details. 

martin@breadandflowers.co.uk  01722 326581 
www.breadandflowers.co.uk  
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JD Sewing Services 
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Cushion Covers 

Made for you in your choice of fabrics 

Clothing alterations undertaken 

No job too small 

Contact Jan  

01722 334509 or 07810 516221 

HILLSIDE B&B 
Odstock Village 

Luxury log cabin sleeps up to 5 
Plus Twin, Double and Single self-

contained rooms 
All rooms and the log cabin opening out 
on to delightful gardens and each has a 
small kitchen with a fridge and micro-
wave and a light breakfast included – 

parking 

Please phone Carol or Jeff  
for bookings 

On 01722 329746 or book online at  
Hillsidebandb.co.uk 

 

The Yew Tree inn is nearby for great 
evening meals 

Ease your life,  

Let me do your  

ironing !! 

£12 per hour 

TEL 07879 882348 

LIAM BOWEN 

Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates Competitive Rates 

Phone 01722 334879 

Mobile 07712 284618 

City and Guilds Qualified 

Hillyer White  
Garden & Landscape Design 
Complete design services for 

 beautiful gardens 
Contact Joy Hillyer 

07860 792020  
joyhillyer1@gmail.com 

Steeple Sweeps 
Fireplaces, Chimneys, Woodburners and Stoves 

professionally swept 

Rotary Power and Traditional brushes 
APICS trained – Fully insured 

Clean friendly service - Certificates issued 

Call Steve on 01794 885709  

steeplesweeps@gmail.com 

JANICE’S IRONING 
Downton 

Cam’s Cab 
Executive Private Hire, 

Air/Sea Transfers 

Long Distance and Local Area  

Cameron Purdon  

07967 724533 

ecam62@gmail.com 

Professional, Reliable & Courteous 

You’re in Safe Hands 

mailto:steeplesweeps@gmail.com
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Claudine, a certified instructor of Pilates & HIIT  
classes, teaches men and women of all ages 

and abilities.   
Pilates - Improves balance, flexibility, core and 
back strength, and joint mobility. 

Fitness Pilates - Claudine’s best of all 
disciplines, but not as intensive as HIIT. 

High Intensity Interval Training (HIIT) - Getting 
you fitter faster without equipment. 

Daytime and evening classes held in Britford, 
Radnor Hall, Coombe Bissett and throughout 
the Chalke Valley.   

For more information call 07788 587937 

Enjoy fitness routines  
designed specifically with 

you in mind in a fun,  
relaxed environment. 

Britford 

Memorial & Community Hall 

Ideal venue for children's parties, social 
gatherings, family occasions, meetings and 
presentations, workshops and classes, pri-

vate functions and community events 

Competitive rates — convenient location 
Holds up to 60 people 

For bookings or enquiries: 
britford@live.co.uk 

Handy Man 

Friendly & reliable service 
All jobs considered including: 

Hedge & Grass cutting & Plumbing 
Rubbish & Garden clearance & Repairs 

Gutters cleaned & repaired & Fencing 
Flat pack assembly & Small removals 

Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No job too small 
Call Andy on 07704578293  

Email: acnservices@outlook.com 

BLS  
Garden Maintenance Services 

 Lawn Cutting  
 Hedge Cutting 
 Garden Tidy 
 Pruning 
 Contract & One Off 

Contact Brett Lyons on  
07747 738340 

S J GILLINGHAM 
Oil Heating Services 

Installation - Maintenance - Service 

Email : sjgillingham@btinternet.com 
Tel 07831 378803 

Oil fired boiler maintenance 

OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS 

mailto:sjgillingham@btinternet.com
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Suzanne Rawle Therapies 
 

Based on the Longford Estate,  
Bodenham, I am a fully insured, Comple-
mentary Therapist and Lymphatic Drain-

age Practitioner offering Lymphatic Drain-
age, Reflexology, Reiki, Holistic Facials 

and a range of muscle-easing,  
stress-busting massages including  

Swedish, Deep Tissue, Hot Stones and  
Lava Shells. 

 
Whether you have specific muscular is-
sues, tension headaches, suffer from 

stress, or just need some relaxation and 
“me” time, there is a treatment waiting for 
you in my first floor, tranquil therapy room. 

 
Call or Text 07870 517338  

for more information or visit my website: 
suzierawle.wixsite.com/srawlereflexology 

 
IND ME ON FACEBOOK  

 
PERSONAL 
TRAINING 

 
1:1,Group training, Weight loss, Weight gain, 

Functional movement patterns & 
Rehabilitation 

THERAPIES 

Sports Injuries & rehabilitation, Sports, Deep 
Tissue, Hot stone Massage, Physiotherapy,  

Chinese Acupuncture & Tui Na 
 

FITNESS CLASSES 
With highly qualified instructors,  

also offering 1:1 sessions on demand 

STUDIO & TREATMENT HIRE  
A Beautiful, rural setting for therapists and 

instructors needing a venue 

For more information on Pure Health, its 
Trainers, Therapists and class timetable, 

please go to www.purehealthodstock.co.uk  

Pure and Exquisite 
 

Nails by Kimberley Creative Nail Design Salon 
 

This months Summer offer 

Express Manicure & Pedicure with a 
Shellac Polish for just £50 

Express Manicure & Pedicure with a 
Vinylux Polish for just £45 

Please present this advert at the time of 
your treatment  

 
Acrylic Nail Extensions, Shellac Gel 

Polish, Luxury & Express Spa Manicures, 
Luxury & Express Marine Spa Pedicures, 

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting, Eyebrow 
Shaping, Facial Waxing, Beautiful Pamper 

Gift Sets available to purchase. 

Check out our website for monthly 
special offers 

Phone: 07585 905905  
Email: info@pureandexquisite.co.uk 

www.pureandexquisite.co.uk 
3 Clearbury Close, Odstock, SP5 4NX 

http://suzierawle.wixsite.com/srawlereflexology
http://www.purehealthodstock.co.uk
http://www.pureandexquisite.co.uk
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Longford Estate 

Update 

The summer months are some of the busiest months of 
the year on the Estate for many of the teams. 

On the farms the calves are growing fast and suckling from the cows whilst 
the bulls were turned out at the end of June.  We had a TB test at the end of 
June and thankfully we went clear again this time which means we are back 
on annual testing rather than six monthly.   

In the fields, crops have been maturing and we started combining on 15 July.  
The winter barley was the first to be cut and both varieties performed well.  
Oilseed rape was next and the yield was not unsurprisingly disappointing and 
we are now reviewing our options carefully to try and get a true break crop 
that will provide a suitable alternative both agronomically, environmentally 
and financially.  To me it always feels like harvest has started properly when 
you start combining wheat and this started on 2 August, yields are good so 
far.  Our peas were desiccated but the inclement weather has halted 
combining but hopefully by mid August we will back combining in earnest and 
be reinforced with a second combine. We will start with the peas then spring 
barley ahead of oilseed rape being planted, finish the wheat and pick up the 
oats.  Still a lot to do! 

Early July was busy as we hosted a schools day where seven schools brought 
groups of children to see the Estate, all of our different teams where involved 
as well as other friends of the Estate to give the children an insight into life in 
the countryside.  On the same day we held a farm walk in aid of RABI and the 
Addington Fund, where we raised £1,300 for the two farming charities.  The 
weather was perfect and with over a hundred people in attendance were able 
to explain what we do across the whole Estate rather than just the farms. 

Our fish farms, however, want the complete opposite to our arable enterprise 
at this time of year; warm wet weather is the ideal as the fish can eat well 
and grow, too hot and they stop eating.  With water temperatures rising 
quickly in June and early July this was a real threat to production. Mid August 
has of course seen this change with better water temperatures and more 
rain.  This has possibly been the best trout season in the last 16 years, we 
are not sure why, but there has been a good fly hatch including Mayfly.   

We have completed the refurbishment of a number of properties.  We have 
regular emails asking about the availability of our houses and cottages, this is 
a reflection of the high standard of work our maintenance team and 
contractors work to, in providing quality places that prospective tenants want 
to live in.   

Our woods team have now finished a major thinning exercise in a difficult 
woodland area, due to its historic and environmental credentials. It has been 
inspected by Natural England who were delighted with what our teams have 
achieved.  Whilst we have all been enjoying the warm weather and being 
outside, orders for logs to keep you warm during the winter months have 
already started coming in. 
 
David Canty | Estate Manager 

You can read the full report in the E-News&Notes edition via the website. 
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Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham  
Village Fête and EbbleFest 

Thank you to all those who helped us to raise just over £9000 at the Fête 
and EbbleFest.  Part of this will be allocated to the ONB PCC, with the  
remainder being donated to local charities. This was a very successful year 
and the Fête Cttee are extremely grateful for your support and generosity in 
supporting our local causes.  

A special note to our readers - by the Editor 

I have received a lot of positive feedback about the new, smaller format for 
the News & Notes, thank you.  It is both cheaper to produce and easier for 
the volunteers who deliver it to handle, so a real win-win situation.   

Please thank those who deliver your News and Notes.  They are all volunteers 
who give generously of their time and energy to make sure you receive your 
copy.  Some of you might sling it straight in the bin, others use it only to look 
at the adverts, while others peruse it from cover to cover, but please 
acknowledge their service to you and give them a warm smile. 
Please let us have your comments or articles via our email address. 

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE LOCALLY 
I have finished my A levels and am taking a gap year. I have experience with 3 younger siblings  

and lots of younger cousins.  Driver & own car CALL OR TEXT: 07827 712353 

The Radnor Hall Players Rise Again - It’s Panto Time! 

Having successfully re-united Cinderella with her Prince with 
much laughter and fun last year, we are pleased to announce 
that we are planning another Pantomime on 21 – 23 November 
which will be: Snow White.  

So if you would like to get involved this year, whether you have any 
experience or not, whatever your age, whether you are musical or not, and 
whatever you feel you might like to contribute whether off stage, on stage or 
anything at all we’d love to hear from you. It’s practically the most fun you 
could ever have, and we guarantee you will make lots of people very, very 
happy. OH YES YOU WILL!   EVERYBODY WELCOME so come and join in 
the LAUGHTER and FUN!   
Rehearsals will be on Wednesday and Sunday evenings from September. 
Please contact Nick Stanger, Director, nestanger@gmail.com or Jeremy 
Metcalfe, Producer, JMetcalfe@gmx.com, for further information.  

Radnor Hall Centenary 

This month the Radnor Hall celebrates 100 years of village use.   The Hall was 
originally built in 1893 for the house, stables and garden staff by the Earl of 
Radnor, however, possibly due to staff reductions in the aftermath of the First 
World War, the Hall was first leased to the newly formed Radnor Hall 
Committee as a village hall on the 29 September 1919. We will be celebrating 
this in November as part of our village show activities.  
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Reflection - ‘THRIVE’ 
By Revd Anna-Claar 

I 
 have been in the Chalke Valley for one year. Looking back 
and looking forward I am most excited about a group called 
Thrive. With some people from the villages we have joined 
this Course for rural churches to think about the future.  What 

would you like the church to do in your community in seven years? 
Who do you imagine will be participating in church activities in sev-
en years? How would you like the services at your church to look 
like in seven years? 

The goal of ‘Thrive’ is to have a thriving sustainable Christian pres-
ence in every village in the future so that all the people in the  
valley may know that they are loved by God.  

When we are busy with this we have to remember that the love of 
God is often deeply different to how we tend to think. That is why 
we have created a special prayer for the Harvest season: 

 “Heavenly Father. We pray for every part of our Chalke Valley 
Benefice that we may learn from each other and support each  
other as brothers and sisters in your family. In this time of fruitful-
ness in our gardens, we ask that you will be fruitful in our lives and 
help us to grow in our faith. We pray in confidence that you will 
help us to thrive as a Christian community. In Jesus name, Amen” 

How do you think the church should look in seven years? 

Please feel free to contact me with questions, answers, prayers or 

something else. Phone: 01722 238267;   

e-mail: anna-claar.cvb@myphone.coop.    

Shalom (peace and goodwill). Anna-Claar  

Taizé Workshop 
Come and sing, play your instrument, learn the music, think and 
help  
prepare for a Taizé service. Followed by a bring-and-share tea 
and a service in Nunton Church. 

On Sunday 29 September at 2pm for 2.15pm in the Barker Room and St 
Andrew's Church Nunton (SP5 4HP); followed by tea at 4.15pm and a service 
at 5pm finishing at 6pm. 

RSVP 01722 238267; anna-claar.cvb@myphone.coop. If you are an 
instrumentalist please indicate your instrument and ability so that we can 
have the music ready.  

Taizé service 29 September at 5pm at St. Andrew’s Church Nunton  
ALL WELCOME 

mailto:anna-claar.cvb@myphone.coop
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Extra - News and Notes 
 

Please come and join us to help raise money for 

 

MACMILLAN  
CANCER SUPPORT 

 
You are invited to the world’s biggest 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

 THE ORCHARD, NUNTON. 
 

10 TILL 12 NOON 
On FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
COFFEE, TEA AND HOMEMADE CAKES 

FOR YOU TO ENJOY. 
 

ALSO SOME CRAFT WORK MADE BY OUR 
RESIDENTS. 
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CRESS TRIP to UGANDA 

  3 – 15 September 2019 

 

The 10th Anniversary CRESS trip to the South Sudanese Refugees in 
Northern Uganda departs on 3rd September.  From the Chalke Valley are 
Caroline Lamb on her 20th visit; Jeremy Metcalfe (2nd visit) and Fiona  
Sheldon (4th visit).  They will be joined by five others, all of whom have 
been to Africa either independently or with CRESS. 

The team will be meeting all the 62 sponsored school children and 18 uni-
versity and diploma students on a family day and celebration of 10 years of 
CRESS educational support.  The team will also visit the South  
Sudanese Refugees, the various agriculture projects and the CRESS Clinic. 

They will be conducting trauma training, assisting in the CRESS office  
organisation as well as running a two-day conference on handling stress 
and bringing children up in a Christian family.   

 

What can you do to support the team ?   

Two Ps: Prayer and Pounds   
 

Pray for the team – using the itinerary for daily guidance. 
 
Provide pounds sterling for the team to purchase solar chargers £15, 

basic phones for students £10, and other products to make life more 
bearable in a refugee camp. 

 
Pounds can be given in cash at the above addresses or online at 

CRESS, Sort Code 40-12-18; Account: 71407090;  
Reference: Trip Sept 19 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support, please rest assured that 
everything you give goes to help the South Sudanese refugees and is 
changing lives. 

 

Jeremy Metcalfe and Caroline Lamb  www.cressuk.org  

http://www.cressuk.org
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The Radnor Hall 

Your village hall at Bodenham 

For private functions, meetings  
and community events 

For bookings and enquiries,  
please contact the Hall Manager  

on 01722 329760  

e-mail radnorhallbookings@gmail.com  

FILM NIGHT AT THE RADNOR HALL  

Fishermen’s Friends (12) 
Ten fishermen from Cornwall achieve a Top 10 hit after they are signed by 

Universal Records for being able to sing a sea shanty or two.  

The Radnor Hall, Bodenham,  

Thursday 31 October 7.30 pm (Doors open 7 pm)  

Tickets £6  
To reserve tickets in advance contact Sally Nelson on: 01722 

328220 

Refreshments, including ice cream, will be on sale in the interval.  

Please bring your own alcoholic beverages 

Dates for your diary:  

Thursday 28 November 2019:  The White Crow 

Thursday 30 January 2020:  TBC 

Thursday 27 February 2020:  TBC 

Thursday 26 March 2020:  TBC 
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Longford Estate 

Late spring and the summer months are some of the busiest months 
of the year on the Estate for many of the teams. 

 

On the farms the calves are growing fast suckling from the cows and the bulls were turned out at 
the end of June so we should start calving again in April.  We had a TB test at the end of June 
and thankfully we went clear again this time which means we are back on annual testing rather 
than six monthly.  The process of testing is a stressful time for both the cattle and the staff as 
animals have to mustered from around the Estate and put through the handling pens twice in a 
week.  Mentally for the team it is exhausting as cows can be fiercely protective with their calves 
at foot in a much more enclosed environment and the worry that we might be prevented from 
moving any animals with the exception of direct to slaughter, especially if this is for a prolonged 
period as we would then end up with a lot of mouths to feed 

In the fields crops have been maturing and we started combining on 15 July.  The winter barley 
was the first to be cut and both varieties performed well albeit the older one had smaller grains 
than we would like.  Oilseed rape was next and the yield was not unsurprisingly disappointing 
and we are reviewing our options carefully to try and get a true break crop that will provide a 
suitable alternative both agronomically, environmentally and financially.  To me it always feels 
like harvest has started properly when you start combining wheat and for the Estate that started 
on 2 August, yields are good so far.  Our peas were desiccated but the inclement weather has 
halted combining but hopefully this week (w/c 19 August) we will back combining in earnest and 
be reinforced with a second combine, we will start with the peas then into the spring barley 
ahead of oilseed rape being planted, finish the wheat and pick up the oats.  Still a lot to do! 

Early July was a busy time as we hosted a schools day where seven schools brought groups of 
children to see the Estate, all of different teams where involved in the day as well as other 
friends of the Estate to give the children an insight into life in the countryside.  On the same day 
we held a farm walk in aid of RABI and the Addington Fund, where we raised £1,300 for the two 
farming charities.  The weather was perfect and with over a hundred people in attendance were 
able to explain what we do across the whole Estate rather than just the farms. 

Our fish farms want the complete opposite to our arable enterprise at this time of year, warm 
wet weather is the ideal as the fish can eat well and grow, too hot and they stop eating.  With 
water temperatures rising quickly in early late June and early July this was a real threat to 
production, the lack of rain and reducing water levels is another concern to this enterprise both 
of these we as a business can do little to mitigate for though.  Mid August has of course seen this 
change with better water temperatures and more rain. 

Possibly the best trout season in the last 16 years on the river has been had this year, the reason 
why we don’t entirely know but there has been a good fly hatch including Mayfly, Ranunculus 
weed growth this year has propped up the river level and spawning this year was good in part 
due to the short heat wave that we experienced which has culminated in a great season to date.  
The coarse fishing season has started well with some good sized Barbel being caught early in 
August and some good chub showing as well. 

Continued on next page... 
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We have undertaken the complete refurbishment of a number of 
properties in recent months, and our annual schedule of external 
painting and roof repairs is well underway.  We are fortunate to 
have regular emails asking about the availability of our houses and 

cottages, this is a reflection of the standard of work our maintenance team and contractors 
work to in providing quality places that prospective tenants want to live in.   

Our woods team have now finished a major thinning exercise in a difficult woodland area, due 
to its historic and environmental credentials. It has been inspected by Natural England who 
were delighted with what they have achieved.   

Whilst we have all been enjoying the warm weather and being outside, orders for logs to keep 
you warm during the winter months have already started coming in. 

 
David Canty | Estate Manager 
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BISHOPSTONE VILLAGE HALL 

 
SUMMER  2019 EVENTS 

                                                                                                                                                                                             

MOVIOLA at Bishopstone  
September 27

th
 ‘Red Joan’   

A 2018 British spy drama film, directed by Trevor Nunn, from a screenplay by Lindsay 
Shapero. The film stars Stephen Campbell Moore, Sophie Cookson, Tom Hughes, 
Ben Miles, Nina Sosanya, Tereza Srbova and Judi Dench. 

Tickets are £6.00 each. 

Advance booking is strongly recommended. 

Tickets are available from <bvhticketoffice@btinternet.com>  or from  
01722 781044 or 780002.  
 
Cash bar, snacks and ices available.  Doors open 7pm. 

 
BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY LUNCHES WITH SPEAKER                                                                                        
Bishopstone Community lunches are held monthly October to April. The next one will 
be on October 2

nd
 when the speaker will be Rosemary Pemberton, talking about 

General Pitt-Rivers and Arts and Entertainment at his Rushmore Estate. 
 
 
BABY AND TODDLER  PLAYGROUP   
The playgroup meets on Friday mornings during term-time from 9.30 – 11.00am, Find 
our Facebook page Bishopstone Playgroup, or contact Kate Pendlenton on 01722 
780655 or email < kmpendlenton@hotmail.com > for more details.  

 
“EXTEND” EXERCISE CLASSES                                                                                                                          
Friday afternoons, 2-3pm, in Bishopstone Village Hall                                                                                                                                     
These seated exercise classes are aimed at people who would like a full body workout 
but prefer to feel stable. They give confidence to keep fit without fear of falling over, 
and are fun to do.            
£5 per session, (apart from anyone’s first free taster class).                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Jenny on 01722 780863, email < jennyberwynjones@yahoo.co.uk> or just 
turn up to any class to try it out. Jenny Berwyn-Jones is fully trained and insured.    

 
PILATES AT BISHOPSTONE  
Contact Claudine on 07788 587937.  

 
 

 

mailto:bvhticketoffice@btinternet.com
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