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W hat is Spirit? Of course it is what we hope to drink inside pubs again this month. You might think of ghosts. It is also a word for 
zest and energy. In the last year we have seen community spirit.  

According to Wikipedia, ñThe human spirit includes our intellect, 
emotions, fears, passions, and creativity.ò  

For me Spirit is something that binds us together, something we all 
share in, whatever our opinion or belief, our status or wealth. In 
ancient Greek and Hebrew it means wind or breath: the air we share 
and that gives us life. Spirit is also something we can be open for, we 
can develop, ñspiritualityò comes from it. Many see God as Spirit. 

One of my young parishioners, who has just started primary school, 
asks me: ñWhy is God Spirit?ò That is a very good question, with many 
different answers.  

I think that Godôs Spirit brings us together; it is the go-between, the 
Spirit of love. I think it means God can make home both in me and in 
you. God as Spirit is about relationship, it is about community spirit. 
Richard Carter writes in óThe City is my Monasteryô (2019, p.253) 
under the heading óWhen the me becomes usô: ñYou cannot talk about 
God and us as separate things they are not. God dwells in us we dwell 
in him.ò 

In May the church celebrates the Spirit. Fifty days (=Pentecost) after 
Easter traditionally called Whit Sunday. It is the first Sunday we hope 
to have a service in church again in Nunton and in Charlton All Saints. 
Everybody is welcome.  

ñSuddenly a sound like a mighty rushing wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw tongues like 
flames of fireé And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.ò  
Acts 2:2-4 

Shalom, 
The Reverend Anna-Claar  

Please feel free to contact me with questions or answers or prayers or 
something else.  
Phone: 01722 238 267 or e-mail: anna-claar.cvb@myphone.coop 

mailto:editor@newsandnotes.co.uk?subject=News%20&%20Notes:
mailto:editor@newsandnotes.co.uk?subject=News%20&%20Notes:
http://www.Newsandnotes.co.uk
http://www.Newsandnotes.co.uk
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Charlton All Saints - Dates for your diaries: 

10th July - BBQ 

6th November - Bonfire Bash  

Both these events are to be held in the yard at Charlton House, by kind permission of 
Meg and Howard Taylor. Further details to follow. 

*** 

How does your garden grow? 
Now that the frosts are (hopefully) over, your seedlings and plant cuttings might be 
running riot.  Why not come along to the pavilion on the Fete Field, Nunton to a plant 
swap on Sunday 30

th
 May at 11am?  In fact, you may have some home-made chutneys 

or jams that you are keen to swap for a plant, or some rhubarb that you would like to 
share.  You can even exchange some conversation with your friends and neighbours!  

Sunday 30
th
 May at 11am, put it in your diary. 

Any donations will be passed on to the Trussell Trust. 

*** 

Monthly suggestions to help the environment 
Food production, packaging, and transportation consumes energy and results in carbon 
emissions which threaten to raise the average global surface temperature. It has been 
suggested that our food is responsible for 20% of the UKôs entire carbon footprint.  
You can reduce your carbon footprint by:  
Å Eating seasonally.  
Å Eating locally.  
¶ Limiting the amount of meat in your diet. 

*** 

Longford Castle open in aid of Horatioôs Garden 
Improving the lives of everyone affected by spinal injury 

Longford Castle, will be opening its spectacular gardens to the public on  
Sunday 6th June from 2pm ï 5pm in support of national charity, Horatioôs Garden. 

To ensure everyoneôs safety, pre-booking for the Horatioôs Garden Plant Sale is 
essential. Tickets are available online now at www.horatiosgarden.org.uk/plantsale. 
Accessible car parking will be free and unlimited.  

*** 

Lent Project Update 
Our Lent appeal for benches and desks for the Church Primary School in Cueibet, South 
Sudan, has met with a marvellous response. Donations have surged past the target of 
Ã6,000 to an amazing total of almost Ã14,000, which includes Gift Aid.  
We can now 'upgrade' more benches to desks and provide the school with ever needed 
items such as text books. Heartfelt thanks for all your donations and prayers that have 
supported our 2021 Lent Project.   
Geoffrey Taylor - Project coordinator 

http://www.horatiosgarden.org.uk/plantsale
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W hat a difference a year makes, this time last year we had just come through an extremely wet winter and whilst we didnôt have such a wet winter we are now 
having snow in April and some sharp frosts checking the crops. 

On the farms we have drilled everything we intended to this autumn which is in stark 
contrast to last year and we are not scratching our heads trying to decide what we were 
going to drill in the spring and then how we would manage to get it all harvested! Our 
spring crops are almost all planted with the exception of the poppies which subject to 
weather will go in this week. Our winter cereals all look well but unfortunately our oilseed 
rape has been plagued by flea beetle and some fields had sub-optimal drilling dates, a 
result of rain in August, as such we have written some off.  

The cows started calving on 9 April and hopefully they will be all calved in about 10 
weekôs time, we are expecting nearly 200 calves! All of the herd are now grazing summer 
pastures which had been rolled and harrowed in preparation of them arriving. The cold 
April days are not encouraging the grass to grow as quickly as we might like but nature 
has an uncanny way of putting herself right over the course of a year. 

Our main fish farm at Barford has almost completed its development of the recirculation 
system; designed to improve feed efficiency, growth rates and provide a high welfare 
environment for the growing fish. Covid-19 has certainly provided some challenges in 
getting it built with technicians having to provide virtual advice from Denmark rather than 
being on-site through the last lockdown. We are in the process of working the system up 
which is a slow process as it a living organism, the first fish were introduced in late 
March, the team are all excited to have got to this stage and to see how it performs going 
forward. 

Our river fishery has remained busy all winter, the maintenance of the banks and grass 
cutting is now in full swing. The quality and size of the fish that have been caught over 
the winter is a direct reflection of the standard to which we maintain and look after the 
watercourses across the Estate.  

The woods team had a busy winter with over 500 loads of logs having been cut and 
delivered between October and mid-March. They are now concentrating on maintaining 
the young plantations and seeing how some of our young trees have fared through the 
winter months, strimming and mowing of the plantations will be a principal job during the 
summer. We have planted some more woodland this winter principally at Brickworth 
quarry as part of the restoration programme on areas which have been quarried and 
backfilled. 

The maintenance team continue to be kept busy with tenants moving out and new 
tenants moving in, ensuring that we provide a high-quality property for families to make 
their home in remains a key priority.  

As lockdown eases it will be great to see the Estate pubs open their doors again. Seeing 
the local community starting to head back to some kind of normality is extremely 
important whether you are young or old, the better weather and being able to see friends 
and family again will also help lift peopleôs spirits. 

David Canty | Estate Manager 
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Getting to know Martin Simcock of Bread and Flowers 

I t was the summer of ó59 when I first drove through Salisbury with my family, down 
from our little village in the Northwest, on our way to stay with a cousin of my dads 

who ran a guest house in Bournemouth. I remember the Poultry Cross distinctly, Iôd 
seen something similar in Nantwich, two hundred miles earlier. At the time my dad had 
said óI bet you donôt get many of those to the dozenô, now Iôd seen two in a day. Two 
minutes later all that was left of Salisbury was squeezed into a rear view mirror and 
Bournemouth beckoned. 

The road back to Salisbury in ó83 was a long and arduous one, not helped by my lack 
of any academic skills whatsoever. Lessons learnt though. I went to Ellesmere Port 
Grammar School, a few miles from my house and the other side of Shell Stanlow Oil 
Refinery, where my dad worked. By 1970 Iôd managed to scrape together a few O 
levels, all Arts subjects, coming in with 1 C, 3 Dôs and 2 Eôs, Iôm not sure what that is in 
new money, but in old, it wasnôt very impressive. Even my dad wasnôt impressed and 
he assured me that I had no chance of staying on for A levels with those grades. Heôd 
left school at 14 to become an apprentice spark, so he knew a thing or two about 
further education and I wasnôt really brought up to question his authority on the matter. 
Life in those days was really simple. If you got stuck on something, letôs say a terminal 
academic career, just asked your dad what to do next, which I did. Personally, I just 
wanted to carry on and do A levels with all my mates. 

I went to the careers officer at school and told him I wanted to be a ópioneerô or a 
ótrapperô, he checked with the job centre in Ellesmere Port, no vacancies. So my dad 
took charge of my career and thatôs when I, inadvertently took charge of my life. He 
suggested I got a job in the refinery, it was a sweet suggestion really, like most fathers 
he had my best interests at heart and like most fathers, he didnôt have a clue. 
Fortunately, I insisted on applying for the óbest jobô in the refinery, óInstrument Mechanicô 
he said, and one interview later I was back with the careers officer, my dad. 

The next port of call was the RAF recruiting office, Lime street, Liverpool. Parents, 
youôve got to love them but sometimes they are just lazy, needless to say, my dad had 
been in the RAF, so that was next on his list of ideal careers. I convinced myself it 
would be just like the Boy Scouts but with added excitement, adventure and travel and 
as we were looking at the posters in the window, from the street, that lucky question 
popped into my head again. óDad, whatôs the best job in the RAF?ô  The guy behind the 
counter asked what I wanted to be and I replied, óCommissioned Officerô. óWellô, he 
said, óyouôll need A levels for thatô, and with that stroke of sheer genius, I was back at 
school. 

So my advice to my children, or anyone else for that matter, is always aim for the top, 
aim for the best, you might be lucky, you might not get it. For the record, I came away 
from A levels with a D, an E and an O, went on to do an applied arts degree, graduating 
with a Desmond. Happy days. I mention the above, partially to explain my narrow 
escape from servitude in her majestyôs Royal Airforce, but also to explain that A levels 
and a degree, even rubbish ones, just meant that I had the opportunity to meet a lovely 
girl called Georgina von Etzdorf, move to Great Cheverell, Devizes with her parents 
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when they moved out of London, start a business with her which took over her parents 
house, meaning we had to search for new business premises which we eventually found 
in The Avenue, Odstock. Nearly forty years later Iôm still here. 

As an ironical postscript, I was appointed óProfessor of Design Researchô at 
Southampton University in 2000 and clearly remember heated discussions about entry 
level grades for new students. Whilst all the other professors were juggling combinations 
of A* and A, I pointed out, to their embarrassment, that an O, D and E were all that were 
required to be appointed Chair. 

Martin Simcock - Bodenham 

EbbleFest Notice Board 
Grand Draw Prizes: We are requesting any suitable new items for Grand Draw 
Prizes. 

The Bottle Stall will need bottles! We will be collecting bottles of any sort in aid of 
this stall. We would be very grateful of any contributions - whisky, wine or water, 
orange squash to pink champagne (the only requirement is that the contents are In-
Date). We will be collecting in the first week of July, more details to follow. 

Stall Helpers: We are looking for people to run the Bottle stall and the Barrow of 
Bottles. If you are able to help, please call contact us.  

For any further other offers of help, please call Jeremy Metcalfe on 01722 325 825 

Barbara Ireland 1925-2021 
Barbara Ireland, an Odstock resident for many years, sadly died on 11 February 2021. Barbara 
and Ron moved to Odstock in 1953 and spent so many happy years here. Barbara worked as a 
staff nurse at what was then Odstock hospital on Amesbury and Woodford wards doing a job she 
loved.  

Ron had worked for the Southern Electricity Board for many years. An extremely tall man, he 
had to stoop a little in the rooms in his cottage. He served on the Parish Council for a long time 
and together with Bill Elliott and Peter Ford from Nunton mowed the church lawns at St. Marys, 
Odstock for many years, always ending up at the Radnor arms for their pint of beer reward. 

Some years after losing Ron, Barbara took a big step - leaving the home sheôd known for more 
than 50 years, her friends and community, and moved to Oxfordshire to be nearer her two 
daughters, Ruth and Clare, and their families. 

Barbara helped and cared for so many people during her 96 years ï family, friends, neighbours 
and of course patients. Clare said that perhaps, once she was no longer able to help others, she 
found life less fulfilling. She died peacefully on 11 February 2021 in Abingdon. She will be 
fondly remembered by many in our villages.  

Diane Berry - Odstock.   

May she Rest in Peace, and Rise in Glory 
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DONôT stand for a broken chair 
when you can sit on a decent 

seat 
 

CHAIRS RE - CANED  

Les Dodd 01722 329341 

Grovely Financial Limited is an Appointed Representative of Vision Independent Financial Planning Ltd 
which is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  

Call Ellie Price on 01722 632456 to arrange a 
friendly, free initial consultation. 

ellie@grovelyfinancial.co.uk 

www.grovelyfinancial.co.uk 

Financial Planning 

Savings  Pensions 

Investments 

¶ Making sense of your money. 

¶ Preparing realistic and achievable financial plans. 

¶ Working with you to realise your financial future. 

Britford Farm Shop  

We are currently closed, but will 
reopen on 17 May. 

We look forward to welcoming you 
back. 

 
Robert Lewis and team 

01722 413 400 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ ŘǊƻƴŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 

  /ǊƛǎǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭƭȅ 
ōȅ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  
  ! ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ нл ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƛǎ ϻолΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ ±ƛŘŜƻ ƛǎ ϻмлΦ  
  5ǊƻƴŜ ŦƭȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀƴŘκǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ 
лмтнн оон тнт ƻǊ лтрор прл лрнΦ 

Please support our advertisers, many 
who live in our area and really 
appreciate our support. 

mailto:ellie@grovelyfinancial.co.uk
http://www.grovelyfinancial.co.uk
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JD Sewing Services 
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Cushion Covers 

Made for you in your choice of fabrics 

Clothing alterations undertaken 

No job too small 

Contact Jan  

01722 334509 or 07810 516221 

HILLSIDE Self Catering  
accommodation  
in Odstock Village 

Luxury log cabin sleeps up to 5 
Plus Twin, Double and Single 
self-contained rooms 

 
All rooms and the log cabin opening 
out on to delightful gardens and 
each has a small kitchen with a 
fridge and microwave and a light 
breakfast included. Free parking 

Please phone Carol or Jeff  
for bookings 

On 01722 329746 or book online at  
Hillsidebandb.co.uk 

 
The Yew Tree inn is nearby for great 

evening meals 

Ease your life,  

Let me do your  

ironing !!  

£12 per hour  

TEL 07879 882348  

Plumbing and Drainage  
Services 

Ý 30 Years Experience 
Ý Bathroom & Shower installation 
Ý Hot water & heating systems 
Ý Burst pipes, blocked drains/toilets/sinks 
Ý Maintenance & Repairs 

Please call David Miller on  
01725 512 645 or 07818 046 222 
DaveMiller1960@btinternet.com 

LIAM BOWEN 

Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates Competitive 
Rates 

Phone 01722 334879 

Mobile 07712 284618 

City and Guilds Qualified 

Steeple Sweeps 
Fireplaces, Chimneys, Woodburners 

and Stoves professionally swept  
Rotary Power and Traditional brushes 

APICS trained ð Fully insured  
Clean friendly service  

Certificates issued  

Call Steve on 01794 885709  
steeplesweeps@gmail.com  

JANICEõS IRONING 

Downton  

Camôs Cab 
Executive Private Hire, 

Air/Sea Transfers 

Long Distance and Local Area  

Cameron Purdon  

07967 724533  

ecam62@gmail.com 

Professional, Reliable & Courteous  

YouŚre in Safe Hands 

http://www.Hillsidebandb.co.uk
mailto:DaveMiller1960@btinternet.com?subject=News%20and%20Notes%20request:
mailto:steeplesweeps@gmail.com
mailto:ecam62@gmail.com
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Handy Man 
Friendly & reliable service 
All jobs considered including: 

Hedge & Grass cutting & Plumbing 
Rubbish & Garden clearance & Repairs 
Gutters cleaned & repaired & Fencing 
Flat pack assembly & Small removals 
Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No job 

too small 
Call Andy on 07704578293  

Email: acnservices@outlook.com 

BLS  
Garden Maintenance Services 

ß Lawn Cutting  
ß Hedge Cutting 
ß Garden Tidy 
ß Pruning 
ß Contract & One Off 

Contact Brett Lyons on  
07747 738340 

S J GILLINGHAM 
Oil Heating Services 

Installation - Maintenance - Service 

Email : sjgillingham@btinternet.com 
Tel 07831 378803 

Oil fired boiler maintenance 

OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS 

The Great Outpaws  

offers dog walking, home visits, pet taxi 
and equine services. I am fully insured, 
DBS checked, canine first aid certified and 
have a purpose built fully air conditioned 
and ventilated vehicle to ensure the 
comfort and safety of your pets.  

 
Please phone 07709291485 or email 
TheGreatOutpaws@hotmail.com 
with any questions or requests. 

 

FRESHLY COOKED TAKEAWAY DISHES 

DESIGNED TO BE A WEEKEND TREAT 

Bread and Flowers brings dynamic, heady flavours that 
galvanise and inspire.  

Dishes are cooked & prepared to order at our HQ. 

Ready to be collected by you & reheated at home. 

ORDER YOUR TAKEAWAY ONLINE FOR COLLECTION ON FRIDAY 2-6PM 

Our Friday menu features 

¶Mezze / Starters 

¶Main courses 

¶Side dishes 

¶Puddings 

¶Food for entertaining 

¶Frozen meals 

enquiries@breadandflowers.co.uk  

01722 326 581 

Bread and Flowers  

Longford Farmhouse 

Bodenham, Salisbury, SP5 4EJ 

breadandflowersathome.co.uk 

mailto:acnservices@outlook.com
mailto:sjgillingham@btinternet.com
mailto:TheGreatOutpaws@hotmail.com
mailto:enquiries@breadandflowers.co.uk
http://www.breadandflowersathome.co.uk
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Develop | Protect | Innovate | 
Assure 

¢ƘŜ D5tw ϧ 5ŀǘŀ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ  

 !ǘ {¢!.9 ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ Řŀǘŀ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  

±ƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦǎǘŀōŜƭǘŘΦŎƻΦǳƪ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŜƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎϪǎǘŀōŜƭǘŘΦŎƻΦǳƪ   
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

²Ŝ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ 

ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ D5tw 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ wƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ LƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ 

aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ 5ŀǘŀ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5th {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 

Join the e-News and Notes 
mailing list 

 

It is very easy to do, just go to 
NewsandNotes.co.uk website and you will 

find a link on the front page. 

Pure and Exquisite 
 

Specialist in Nail Care 
 

¶ CND Nail Extensions 
¶ CND Shellac Gel Polishes 
¶ CND Luxury Spa Manicures 
¶ Footlogix Dry Pedicures 
¶ Lycocil Eyelash & Brow Treatments 
¶ Facial Waxing 
 

 

pureandexquisite@gmail.com  
 www. pureandexquisite.co.uk 
3 Clearbury Close, Odstock,  

Phone: 07585 905 905  

http://www.stabeltd.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@stabeltd.co.uk
http://www.NewsandNotes.co.uk
mailto:pureandexquisite@gmail.com
http://www.pureandexquisite.co.uk

