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News and Notes 
For Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock 

May 2023  

May the 6th be with you 
 

I n the middle of last year we got a new-ish car. It’s one of those cars 
where people with the same car wave at you. This one’s extra fun 

because not everyone that has this car is into the waving bit, so it ends 
up seeming like the only rule for waving is non-reciprocation – if you 
wave at someone, it’s almost guaranteed they won’t wave back - I’ve 
ignored thousands of people waving at me, blankly staring at them as 
they flap by then sticking my hazards on 20 seconds too late as 
recompense. Also, because it’s basically a van, I’ve watched dozens of 
electricians briefly wonder why some grinning imbecile they’ve never 
seen before is trying to get their attention at a combined speed of 100 
mph.  

 

B ecause these front pages seem to be some sort of sermon, and it’s 
ended up being my turn, I’m tenuously attempting to draw a 

comparison between this community of disjointed but cheerful van-
wavers, and the disparate but cohesive community of the five villages 
this magazine reaches.  Some of us came here because it made sense 
for a job or they like green villages with pubs, cow poo and small cities 
nearby. Some of us were born here, some recently, some 100 years 
ago. Others might have accidentally moved to Dorset and then changed 
their minds. However it happened, we’re all here, wave if you want, pull 
over into a layby and talk about upgrades, get together in a church, at a 
big party in a field or on a stage and swap spare parts, or keep yourself 
to yourself and smile at the wavers. People are strange when you’re a 
stranger. 

 

T alking of upgrades, Charles gets his new luxury chair this month on 
the 6th  - see pages 15 and 16 for info on a special village lunch 

and celebratory service. Try out Coronation Chicken 12 different ways 
and some Royal Pudding, whatever that entails, probably cocktail 
sausages too! 

 

JH - Co-Editor 
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Longford Estate News 
May 2023 

T he past three months are best described as wet, it seems that the rains won’t ever 
stop!  Having said that the river levels have dropped and the rivers are closer to 

summer levels than they should be, this could be the result of the floods earlier in Janu-
ary scouring out the river bed and removing the weed which helps to hold up the levels. 

The farm team are eager to get on the ground and get spring crops planted, just when 
we think there is a gap in the weather the rains start again, preventing us from doing any 
field work.  With only 7% of our spring crops drilled by 4 April, albeit germinated and up, 
the team managed to get us up to 51% drilled by 9 April.  We are hopeful that next 
weeks forecast is correct and the April showers hold off so we can get the rest of the 
crop in. 

The cows are due to start calving on 6 April, there’s always one that’s early and ‘Big 
Mac’ was born three weeks early but is thriving.  Three new bulls have been purchased 
to bring the team up to full capacity in readiness for July, they have been introduced to 
the rest of the team which is always a daunting time as they find their place within the 
herd. 

We continued working with Wiltshire Wildlife Conservation Volunteers completing some 
more conservation work on Clearbury Down and on the Grims Ditch in Great Yews.  A 
poor and dilapidated hedgerow that had a number of dead tree stands along the Hom-
ington Road was coppiced.  Over the next couple of years this will now grow into a 
stronger hedge that will provide real benefit to wildlife and we will manage it accordingly. 

Our trout hatchery at Bowerchalke has adapted well to our change in production meth-
ods, fry from the site are now moved at 40-45g rather than 20-25g.  Being larger and a 
bit more robust they are better suited to entering the larger RAS system at Barford as a 
result growth rates are superior.  We were pleased to start supplying a new customer in 
February. 

The river team are preparing for the annual stocking of brown trout into various stretch-
es of the river.  These fish have been reared in-house and look tremendous so should 
provide some good sport for our fishing syndicate. 

The woods team delivered almost 600 log orders this year and are about to embark on 
the spring workload of checking young trees and weeding plantations. 

We have had a number of houses come back to us since the beginning of the year as 
tenants have gone onto the property ladder and changes in occupation and location.  
The property rental market remains strong and interest in our properties continues to be 
high, rental properties are often let on the first or second viewing. 

The year’s National Gallery tours of the Castle have started and all 2023 dates are sold 
out.  The visitors book has many glowing references for the guides and the high stand-
ards they maintain.  

 

David Canty Estate Manager 
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Community News 

P ost Easter News and Notes, May is here and things are heating up in the five villag-
es and beyond. Your news has been idling in and we are delighted to get it into this 

edition. As always apologies if we have not included your news, we are News and 
Notes limited. 

High Road to Help 

N ews just in from Britford in celebration of everyone’s favourite neighbour and local 
hero Malcom Hitchens who has taken amazing care of The High Road since the 

start of the pandemic. Trimming back the soil that had been encroaching on the path, 
keeping the hedges tidy and clear of rubbish and hazards as well as continuing to take 
care of the village. A rapturous thank you Malcom and other Britfordians for all you do! 
 

Obituary 

I t is with great sadness that via Hatty Hillier we announce that Sue Moncrieff died 
peacefully on 14

th
 April aged 83, leaving a son Andrew, a daughter Mary, and 2 

grandchildren. The family was resident at Presses House, Nunton 1975 -1983. Enquir-
ies Hatty Hillier 01722 324 788.  

Horatio’s Garden does Chelsea Flower Show 

S tepping into the mix this month for people who are free and keen on Sunday 4
th
 

June 10am-2pm, is Horatio’s Garden charity who will be hosting a special plant 
sale, with the Longford Estate, featuring RHS Chelsea Flower Show Main Avenue gar-
den. “A variety of stunning rare and large perennials, grass species and unusual hy-
drangeas and roses” are all signed up so don’t miss out.  

Poultry Cross, Pigeons not 

T he Poultry Cross in Salisbury has reopened, the pigeons are delighted. However 
on the final inspection of said Cross, the structural engineer located a previously 

undetected issue with a stone pinnacle located above the damaged buttressing pier, 
pigeon’s less delighted. Temporary strapping has been installed at the rear of the pin-
nacle. Pigeons cheer. Further repairs necessary but the monument can now be en-
joyed. Pigeons and humans rejoice.  

Bish Bash Bosh 

D r Ian Smith of Bishopstone, tells us that there are many lovely things going on in 
Bishopstone, for instance the Annual Spring fair taking place on the 20

th
 May 

10am-12pm at the Bishopstone Village Hall. This is just one of the plethora activities 
Bishopstone has on offer, please see website for more details.  
 

EbbleSwag 

A lso, whilst we have you here word on the street is that Ebblefest Committee have 
a request for a few donations - they need bottles for the barrow of booze, fresh 

produce for the WI stall, and plates etc for the crockery smash please. Should you find 
yourself in possession of all or some of these things please make yourself known to 
one of the committee Elders.   
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T erry moved to Nunton aged nineteen when his dad became 
the Dairyman at Nunton Farm. It was then that he met Jen, 

who had lived in Nunton since she was five. They married in 
July 1966 and moved into their house in Bodenham. They have two children. 
  
“I’ve still got the dress,” Jen told me. “I used to work at the village shop, in the Radnor Arms. Bob and 
Kelly ran the pub and she paid for my wedding dress and took me down to Bournemouth for fittings. 
We used to go for a day out on the bus.” 
 
What struck me was how hard they had both worked. Among other jobs Jen was a chocolate maker, a 
dinner lady and Home Help for the council. Terry’s jobs included Nunton Farm, Great Yews and the 
Tannery. He’d grown up helping his Dad on the farms, first driving a tractor at age ten.  
 
“If Dad ever wanted any help on the farm, Mum used to come to the bottom of the stairs in the morning 
and call ‘Terry, are you getting up?’. She knew I would. I left school and I started work on my sixteenth 
birthday. You used to carry three and a quarter hundredweight maze or wheat on your back. We used 
to walk up two steps and drop ‘em up in the barn, go down and get the next one and we’d do it all in 
turn. That was what I was doing the first day I left school.” 
 
The way Terry talks about work, it clear that he loved it, despite the long hours and hard work. I asked 
him if he’d ever wanted to do anything else. The answer was a “No,” without hesitation. “You’re born to 
want to do it or you don’t. And that’s all there is to it.” 
 
After a while, our discussion around farming turned to the technical advances of tupperware. 
 
“In winter the old chaps used to take bottles of hot tea then keep it in a sock, to try and keep it warm. 
You see some of the things today you think, cor, I only wish I had one of they. Even to put your 
sandwiches in a nice box. Sometimes you’d pick up your sandwiches in hot weather and all the stuff 
had all gone horrible. You either eat it or you go without. That’s the only thing you could do.” 
 
“But that was what it was, you didn’t know any different.” Added Jen.  
 
“Thermos flasks was made of glass weren’t they?” Terry continued. “And you could break them by just 
bumping them. But they brought out these thermos flasks with a hard lining. ‘You’d never break it’ they 
said. So I had one. I rolled it over, with the roller, broke it all into little bits.” 
 
They told me about how they’d turned their whole garden into a vegetable patch.  
 
“Peas, beans, carrots, onions, beetroot, all the rest of it.” Terry said “When one lot was up you plant 
again, for when that was gone. We never bought nothing, no vegetables. When we went on our 
honeymoon Dad came down and earthed up me taters. We had a lovely crop that year, didn’t we?” 
 
Their first vehicle was a motorbike. “You’d be surprised what you can get in the back of a box, on a 
motorbike. Lots of shopping.” Jen told me. 
 
“Everywhere we wanted to go was on a motorbike. I had a 197 James.” Terry said. “We carried a telly 
home from town one day, in it, didn’t we? Went to town, we buy a telly, how are we gonna get that 
home? So what we done, scrapped the box in the bin, put the telly in, on our coats, tied the lid down.”  
 
And this is where I leave you, with the gorgeous image of Terry and Jen; newlyweds in the 60s, with a 
telly strapped to their motorbike, happily riding home to Bodenham. — Anna Harriott, Co-Editor 

Getting to know your community  

SPOTLIGHT 

Terry & Jen 
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Focus on Food 

May - Fat and Acid! 
 

I  realise I’m probably a bit late to the party, but I’ve just started watching ‘Salt, Fat, 
Acid, Heat’ on Netflix www.saltfatacidheat.com. It’s a fascinating series, presented 

by Samin Nosrat and explores the key elements of good cooking. She’s clearly pas-
sionate, as are all the cooks and chefs who she’s lined up to share their recipes and 
techniques, so well worth watching. Last night was all about Fat, but in a good way, 
and how it carries flavour, transporting the tastebuds, intoxicating the recipients. And 
quite often, I do find the fat to be the best bit, think belly pork, crispy bacon or a jamon 
Iberico de Bellota. I was completely transfixed watching the creation of handmade 
parmesan and focaccia by artisans in Italy and although I’d just eaten, I was starving 
by the end of the program. 

 

I  say I’m late to the party, I bought the book of the same name, by the same author 
about 4 years ago www.amazon.co.uk/Salt-Fat-Acid-Heat-Mastering/.To quote the 

back cover ‘An instant kitchen classic, Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat just might be the last 
cookbook you’ll ever need. By demystifying these four elements of good cooking, 
Samin Nosrat will give you the confidence and instincts to unshackle yourself from 
the tyranny of always following recipes and make you a cook for life.’ 

 

S he goes into some detail, the first 40 pages are all about salt, where it comes 
from, how to use it and when. Basic stuff you would think, but I learned so much 

new stuff about these magical crystals, so I would say, even after 50 years of pas-
sionate cooking, it’s never too late to learn and you can teach an old dog new tricks. 
Half the book is about the above 4 topics, with the second half full of juicy recipes, 
with which to practice your new found artistry, even though, of course, you no longer 
need a recipe. 

 

I  seem always to need a recipe, I’m shackled to them, occasionally wandering off 
piste, but there are so many fantastic chefs and recipes to learn from. Here’s one I 

found recently, from one of my favourite chefs, Nieves Barragan Mohacho. She’s a 
Michelin star chef, her restaurant is an absolute must to visit 
www.saborrestaurants.co.uk The recipe I found online, I was looking to recreate an 
amazing bean dish I had eaten a few years ago in Lisbon, Portugal, this was the clos-
est I got to it thehappyfoodie.co.uk/recipes/arrocina-beans-with- chorizo-morcilla-and-
pork-belly/ 

 

I f you want to see what else has been happening at Bread and Flowers this month, 
head over www.breadandflowers.co.uk/newsletters. 

By Martin Simcock of Bread and Flowers 

http://www.saltfatacidheat.com
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Salt-Fat-Acid-Heat-Mastering/dp/1782112308
http://www.saborrestaurants.co.uk
thehappyfoodie.co.uk/recipes/arrocina-beans-with-%20chorizo-morcilla-and-pork-belly/
thehappyfoodie.co.uk/recipes/arrocina-beans-with-%20chorizo-morcilla-and-pork-belly/
http://www.breadandflowers.co.uk/newsletters
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Adverts 
Britford Farm Shop  

 

Coffee, Cakes & 
Lunches 

 

Gateaux made to order 

Luxury Belgian chocolates 

OPEN: 

Mon - Fri 1030am - 3pm 

Last orders for lunch at 2pm 

Booking is advisable 
 

Robert Lewis and the team look forward 
to hosting you 
01722 413 400 

AttentioN to Detail 
 

Experienced local painter and decorator 
working in Salisbury and our local area. 

Free estimates contact: 

Adam: 07885 250336 
 or 

AdamNewman@attentiontodetaildecorating.co.uk  

Curated Plant Orders 
Delivered to your door 

Enhance your borders and bring 
your garden to life with carefully 

selected plants and flowers  

For a free consultation and quote 
contact Orpheus Alexander on 

07585445065 

Carer Companion Available 
 

Call Nicky on  
07563 778 911 

(This is the correct number) 

References on request 

mailto:resigned%20from%20LCTL%20and%20Collection%20Trust%20on


Issue 560 - May 2023 7 

 

 

 

PRIVATE DINING 
 
 

 

Twice a year we open Longford Farmhouse for our ‘Cooking the Books’ supper clubs and feed 60 
lucky locals a four-course menu of seasonal produce with recipes poached from the pages of our 
favourite cookbooks.  Occasionally, when asked, we cook for locals or non-locals who want to 
celebrate something special whilst sharing exquisite dishes with family and friends.  Here’s some 
recent feedback. 

‘My family took me to Longford Farmhouse to celebrate my birthday, with four old school friends 
and their wives. The twelve of us hugely enjoyed splendid food, with great service, in a very 
comfortable, attractive setting. It was a wonderful treat.  I discovered later that we had been able 
to supply our own wine, with no corkage to pay, which was a bonus. Thank you Bread and 
Flowers for a truly memorable evening.  Adrian Taylor’ 

Website www.breadandflowers.co.uk.   

Instagram @breadandflowers. 

Email enquiries@breadandflowers.co.uk.  Call 01722 326 581 

http://www.breadandflowers.co.uk
instagram:@breadandflowers
mailto:enquiries@breadandflowers.co.uk
01722326581
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JD Sewing Services 
Curtains, Roman Blinds,  

and Cushion Covers 

made for you in  
your choice of fabrics 

Contact Jan  

01722 334 509 or 07810 516221 

Cam’s Cab 

Executive Private Hire, 

Air/Sea Transfers 

Long Distance and Local Area  

Cameron Purdon  

07967 724533 

ecam62@gmail.com 

Professional, Reliable & Courteous 

You’re in Safe Hands 

S J GILLINGHAM 
Oil Heating Services 

Installation - Maintenance - Service 

Email : sjgillingham@btinternet.com 
Tel 07831 378803 

Oil fired boiler maintenance 

OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS 

 

 

 

 

 

Grass, Tree & Hedge cutting 

Garden clearance 

Contact Josh on 07554 881 816 

Email: josh@lovegardeningservices.co.uk 

The Radnor Hall 
Your village hall at Bodenham 

for private functions, meetings, 

community events 

Capacity: 80 standing, 60 seated 

Special hire rates for residents of Bodenham, 
Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock 

and for regular users 

For bookings and enquiries, please contact the 
Hall Manager on 01722 329 760 

RadnorHallBookings@gmail.com 

Britford 

Memorial & Community Hall 

Ideal venue for children's parties, social 
gatherings, family occasions, meetings 
and presentations, workshops, classes, 
private functions and community events 
Competitive rates — convenient location 

Holds up to 60 people 
For bookings or enquiries: 

Britford@live.co.uk 

CREATIVITEA 

Thursday 11th May 2-4pm 

Barker Room, Nunton 

Do you want to learn to crochet? 

Having a struggle with some knitting? 

Or just fancy a game of scrabble? 

Join us for tea, cake and a chat in the 
Barker room for a Creative Tea! Bring your 

ideas of how we can be more creative. 

Join the e-News and Notes mailing list 

You are encouraged to join the E-News 
and Notes mailing list.  

Go to: NewsandNotes.co.uk and you’ll 
find a link on the front page which will ask 

for your name and email address. 

Once a month you will receive an 
electronic version of this newsletter, with 

links to more information and articles than 
are in the printed version. 

mailto:ecam62@gmail.com
mailto:sjgillingham@btinternet.com
mailto:josh@lovegardeningservices.co.uk
mailto:radnorhallbookings@gmail.com
mailto:britford@live.co.uk
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LIAM BOWEN 

Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates Competitive 
Rates 

Phone 01722 334 879 

Mobile 07712 284 618 

City and Guilds Qualified 

Handy Man 
Friendly & reliable service 

All jobs considered including: 

Hedge & Grass cutting & Plumbing 
Rubbish & Garden clearance & Repairs 
Gutters cleaned & repaired& Fencing 
Flat pack assembly & Small removals 
Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No job 

too small 
Call Andy on 07704578293  

Email: acnservices@outlook.com 

HILLSIDE Self Catering  

accommodation  

in Odstock Village 

Luxury log cabin sleeps up to five 

Plus Twin, Double and Single 
self-contained rooms 

All rooms and the log cabin opening 
out on to delightful gardens and 
each has a small kitchen with a 

fridge, oven and microwave.  
Free parking 

Minimum of a two night stay  

Please phone Carol or Jeff  
for bookings 

On 01722 329746 or book online at  

Hillsidebandb.co.uk 
The Yew Tree inn is nearby for great 

evening meals 

JN Upholstery - Bodenham 
Josh Nicols has an upholstery workshop 

in the  
Black Barn in Bodenham. 

T: 07704 767 813 

E: info@salisbury-upholstery.co.uk 

W: salisbury-upholstery.co.uk 

Please get in touch for more details 

Plumbing and Drainage  
Services 

 

 30 Year’s Experience 
 Bathroom & Shower installation 
 Hot water & heating systems 
 Burst pipes, blocked drains/toilets/sinks 
 Maintenance & Repairs 

Please call David Miller on  
07818 046 222 

DaveMiller1960@btinternet.com 

Robin Hood is coming to Salisbury!   
This summer, the award-winning outdoor theatre 
company Illyria presents Robin Hood, an action-
packed heist for the whole family.  This fast-moving 
production delivers huge laughs, swashbuckling ad-
ventures and well-deserved revenge!  Pack a picnic 
as Illyria hits the target at Salisbury Cathedral School 
on Friday 26th May 2023.   
 
Visit ticketsource.co.uk/illyria/t-moezqad  

mailto:acnservices@outlook.com
http://www.Hillsidebandb.co.uk
mailto:info@salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
Salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
Salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
mailto:DaveMiller1960@btinternet.com?subject=News%20and%20Notes%20request:
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Back, bigger & better! 

  

Saturday 1st July – Nunton Field 

EbbleFest: 1.30pm to 11:30pm 

  

 “Bring back the fete!” you said. 

“We want more things for the children to do” you said. 

EbbleFest is listening. This year the fete returns, the Village Olympics are 

reinstated (with a prehistoric twist!), and of course all the familiar favourites 

including; The Big Bar, food stalls, artisan coffees, bouncy castle, Grand Prize Draw, 

Barrow of Booze, Tractor Trailer rides, and much more. The more includes our very 

own Mediaeval Villagers, illustrating aspects of village life but not as we remember 

it! The historic action extends to mediaeval archery and Felix the horse, who will 

demonstrate ancient techniques used by Knights preparing for battle. Oh, and there 

will be music. Lots of live music. Local talent and firm favourites Break Cover return 

to headline. 

Rally the family, bring the neighbours and the dog! Pack your deck chairs, picnic 

blankets and pocket money, it is going to be a banger. 

Sunday 2nd July – Jubilee Gardens 

11am River Side Church Service 

Duck Race 

11.30am 

Which duck will win? 

It’s a race down the River Ebble to 

Jubilee Gardens! 
  

Enter on the Duck Stall at EbbleFest 

Raft Race 

12 Noon 

Build or borrow a raft and ‘get set go’ 
down the River Ebble. Landlubbers 

gather at Jubilee Gardens. 

Call Stewart Ford for an entry form 

T: 07810 801 978 

Further details in next month’s News & Notes 
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I  remember the first time I saw an Aquilegia. I was about seven years old, in Johannesburg. 
My Dad, who was a master at capturing the imaginations of his ten children,  called me out 

to the garden to see this beautiful flower that he said looked like a little jester's hat. 
Columbine he called it. I remember being entranced by this incredibly alien looking thing in 
front of me - the flower, not my father (although we did wonder sometimes). Imagine my 
delight at finding it again 5,600 miles and eighteen years later when it was reintroduced to me 
as Aquilegia. To my surprise I learned it was thought of by many as a plant not far removed 
from a weed; out on parole for good behaviour but best kept an eye on. I understand the 
misgivings, anything that can self seed with such ferocity and grow with such tenacity needs 
keeping in its place. For me I admire its spirit. Any plant that can be uprooted and moved to 
basically anywhere is something I want in my garden.  
 
When you find it somewhere you weren’t planning on (and you decide you absolutely must 
move it) then instead of it going in the green bin, consider planting it somewhere nothing else 
could thrive. When we realise that there are incredibly beautiful plants that can grow where 
nothing else can, we can turn even the most inhospitable area into a garden. Similarly, when 
you find them growing next to your bin or round the back of your greenhouse, consider 
moving them into the flowerbed. They’ve repaid their debt to society, all is forgiven. Welcome 
back.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

T hey like full sun or partial shade, and are medium sized, so sit comfortably mid flower 
bed. When they have finished flowering either cut back the stems to try and stop them 

seeding or bend the stems over once they’ve died and dried out to aid the process. I love the 
sheer variety you can get with Aquilegia. From Flabellata to Pink Petticoat, the changes in 
shape and colour are simply amazing. Perhaps one day I'll make a flower bed with only 
Aquilegia, a swathe of these incredible shapes and colours, nodding in the wind - ready to 
capture the imagination of any passing seven year old. 
 
The gardening jobs I’m doing in May (apart from the ever-present weeding) include: Tying in 
climbers like clematis or wisteria and getting plant supports for things like peonies and 
delphiniums in place before they get too big. Also now is a good time to repair  or add new 
wires for climbing roses. 
 
Happy gardening! 

Orpheus - Co-Editor 

Aquilegia 

May 

 Plant of the Month 
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Light Relief 

Edgy puns from the Ods, Bods and Nuns, wits from the Brits,  

and Chortle All Saints 

How did the butcher introduce his wife? Meet Patty. 

 

I’ve been a limo driver for 25 years and haven’t had a single customer. All that time 
and nothing to chauffeur it. 

 

I asked my wife to polish my medieval battle uniform while I went to the pub. She 
always said she wanted a night in, shining armour. 

 

I like waiters, they bring a lot to the table. 

 

Remember when plastic surgery was a taboo subject? Now you mention Botox and no 
one raises an eyebrow. 

 

I had a pelican curry last night. It was great but you should have seen the bill! 

 

I woke up with a face full of rice. I must’ve fallen asleep as soon as my head hit the 
pilau. 

 

I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar factory. All I did was take a day off. 

 

My wife changed after she became a vegetarian. It’s like I’ve never seen herbivore. 

 

Last night some thugs threw dumplings at my house. Can you believe such wonton 
vandalism. 

 

It takes a lot of balls to golf the way I do. 

 

What do you call an egg that plays the guitar? Egg Sheeran.  

(This last joke was from Greta, aged 9. If your small person (or indeed you, yourself) 
have a joke to share, send it along to editor@newsandnotes.co.uk) 
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WI News 

 

WI April Report 

 

O n a sunny April morning 35 members gathered in the Radnor Hall to hear 
the latest news. The president complemented Jane Warner on her lovely 

white flower arrangement and thanked all the members who had brought 
offerings for the ‘Flower of the month’ competition, which was won by Maria 
Amey with her beautiful Rembrandt tulip offering. Business was brisk with the 
walking group, book clubs and lunch group discussed. Sally Hadley reminded 
us to get our skates on and finish any baby hats, baby blankets or trauma 
teddies on the go as she will make a final collection of them next month. There 
were many County events on offer: a variety of talks and workshops; an outing 
to Reading to see a replica ‘Bayeux Tapestry’; advance warning of the Annual 
County Meeting in Swindon in October; a walk from Wootton Rivers in May 
and a holiday to Valkenburg next April. We were invited to enter a national 
writing competition or a County craft competition to ‘make a hat’ – although a 
little mystified by the ‘post entry’ instruction – a beret perhaps? Members were 
asked to make a cake with a royal theme for next month’s Cake Stall in aid of 
ACWW and were informed that the theme of June’s Summer Party would be 
‘The Seaside’. Coffee break followed with many members paying their annual 
subs, buying national raffle tickets, looking at the bulb catalogues or buying a 
‘square’ on the treasure island map, painted by Hatty Hillier. It was busy.  
 
Our speaker, Gillian Petton, followed with so much information about tulips. 
Who knew there were so many varieties, and did you know that they used to 
be valued higher than gold. She entitled her talk ‘Tulips to Turbans’ a direct 
reference to their Ottoman origins. ‘Suleiman the Magnificent’ was seen 
wearing a huge turban in the shape of an upturned tulip – he was such a fan! 
Pottery, tiles, clothing were all to feature this precious flower. Gradually through 
trade links they filtered into Europe in the 16th century and eventually became 
the bulb fields we know today in Holland and East Anglia. Fabrics, wallpapers, 
paintings and ceramics still use stylized designs dating back to Ottoman times 
and who can forget the ‘tulip skirt’!  
 
Our next meeting is on May 15 th when we will discuss the national resolution 
and enjoy hearing ‘the Stitching Witch’ talking about the history of corsetry – 
ow!!  
 
 
 

Rose Stephens 
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Church News 
 

News from the Pews 

 

L ent, Holy Week and Easter are behind us, almost in the blink of an eye. Whatever we 
gave up in Lent we can enjoy again. Grateful thanks to all the folk who decorated 

both our churches so beautifully for our Easter celebrations. As we move into May, we 
look forward to the Coronation of King Charles and the community gatherings that will 
occur.  Services are a bit erratic this month and we encourage you to check with the 
Church Services page of News and Notes.  For those who can travel and would like to 
visit St Martin’s church in Fifield Bavant, there will be an Ascension Day service in this 
lovely tiny chapel on 18

th
 May at 12 noon. 

 

WATCH THIS SPACE. We are hoping to start a monthly (or more frequent if well 
received) tea/coffee and cake morning or afternoon with, maybe, board games and 
definitely chat!  All ages welcome, probably in the Barker Room. More news next month. 
Please let us know if we can do anything to make your lives better.  
 

 

Best wishes from your churchwardens 
 

Stephanie Elcock - Churchwarden, St Andrew’s, Nunton 

Mary Boyd Camps - Churchwarden, St Mary’s, Odstock 

 

  

Coronation Sunday Lunch 

Odstock with Nunton and Bodenham 
 

You are invited to our village lunch to be held 
at 12 Noon on Sunday 7 May 2023 

at Radnor Hall.  
 

This will be a bring and share lunch. 
Perhaps you can bring a starter, Coronation Chicken or a Royal pudding. 

 
Complimentary Coronation wine and drinks courtesy of the Parish Council.  

All are very welcome. 
 

For further details contact Jeremy at JMetcalfe@gmx.com 
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To receive the Chalke Valley Benefice bulletin, please email Emily, who will add you to 
the weekly Bulletin distribution:   thechalkevalleychurches@gmail.com  

Clergy Team: 

Team Rector ~ Vacancy:    

Team Vicar ~ The Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley:  01722 697 022 

Team Vicar ~ The Revd Canon Jenny Taylor:    01722 503 081 

Team Administrator ~ Mrs Emily Broomhead:    07890 262 376 

 Church Services  

For Britford, Charlton All Saints,  
Odstock and Nunton with Bodenham 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer (Traditional Language), CW = Common Worship (Contemporary Language)  

May 2023 

 

Please check the weekly e-Bulletin or e-N&N for all Benefice Services 

7 May 

5
th

 Sunday 

of Easter 

 

10.00am 

Coronation Weekend 

Benefice Communion 

 

Britford 

 

Jenny Taylor 

14 May 

6
th

 Sunday 

of Easter 

9.30am 

11.00am 

 

Family Communion 

Morning Prayer 

 

Nunton 

Charlton All 
Saints 

 

Ruth H-S 

Rhoderick 
Voremberg 

 
21 May 

Sunday after 
Ascension 

 

9.30am 

 

 

Parish Communion 

 

 

Odstock 

 

 

Vernon White 

 
28 May 

PENTECOST 
Sunday 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Parish Communion 

Family Service 

Charlton All 
Saints 

Nunton 

Jenny Taylor 

Adrian Taylor 

4 June 

TRINITY 
Sunday 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Parish Communion 

Family Service 

Britford 

Odstock 

Jenny Taylor 

Adrian Taylor 

Join us at St Peter’s, Britford on Sunday 7th May at 10.00am 

 for a Service of Celebration for  

the Coronation of HM King Charles III 

Followed by a Celebration Toast 

before you all go off to your parties ! 

mailto:thechalkevalleychurches@gmail.com?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20Chalke%20Valley%20Bulletin%20list
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Church Services 
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News and Notes 
For Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock 

 

Co-Editors: 

Marelka and Jonny 

Anna and Orpheus 

 

Consultant Editor: 

Jeremy Metcalfe 

 
Email:  

editor@newsandnotes.co.uk   

No change to email address 
 

Web page: 
NewsandNotes.co.uk 

 
Next Deadline: 

 
14  April 2023 for the May 2023 Edition 

 
 

Paper copy printed at Speedyprint Salisbury 

mailto:editor@newsandnotes.co.uk?subject=News%20&%20Notes:
http://www.Newsandnotes.co.uk
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