
Issue 582 - July & August 2025 1 

e-News and Notes 
For Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock 

July & August 2025 

High Summer 
 

W elcome to the July and August edition of News and Notes. As you will see, High 
Summer is bursting out all over in our five villages with lots of wonderful 

community events coming up for you to enjoy. See inside for announcements of 
Ebblefest, tea parties, BBQ's, songs and sausages and lots more. You will be kept 
entertained all summer!  

We have another great read for you from the Constant Cook aka Martin Simcock who 
writes from Pembrokeshire about food and friendship, and also a lovely reflection on 
getting on with the new neighbours from a new contributor, the Whitsbury Wanderer in 
Odstock. Besides our Announcements pages, please do also look at our online e-
version of News and Notes for extended content about all sorts of other local news and 
events including the Walk for Wards, a massively important fundraiser for the hospital 
Stars Appeal. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Assistance is still being sought for Ebblefest on Saturday 5th July (see later pages). 

Additionally, most of us locally have wonderful memories of the daft, funny, uproarious 
and always memorable Odstock Raft Race and its baby cousin the Duck Race, not to 
mention the Landlubbers Bar, thanks to the fantastic efforts of Stuart and family over 
many years. But sadly this year there is to be neither Raft race nor Duck race. Stuart’s 
retirement has left a vacancy for a new organiser and as we write, rafts and ducks will 
remain landlocked this year and un-launched for their annual outing. Please, if you can 
possibly see yourself as CEO Rafts and Ducks next year, let the Ebblefest team or us 
know - you will be welcomed with open arms, garlands of flowers and huge thanks 
from the entire community. YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU! 

Editors: Liz & Nick Stanger with Jeremy Metcalfe 

Email: editor@newsandnotes.co.uk 

Next Deadline: 14 August for September 2025 edition 

BLISTER PACK COLLECTION Monday 11th August 
Britford: Notice board by Church 0915-09.45 

Bodenham: Old Post Office 10.00-10.30 
Charlton All Saints: collection box in Church 

Odstock: Church Car park 10.45-11.45 
Donations kindly requested £1 per 50 strips. Thank you for helping the environment! 
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You are warmly invited to  
A Cream Tea 

At 
The Old School House, 
Charlton All Saints 

Sunday 24th August 
2.30pm to 5.00 pm 

 
In aid of  

Riding for the Disabled Association 
 

RSVP Barbara Box 01725 510758, 
oldcharlton@gmail.com 

So that I make enough scones 

Don’t forget EbbleFest, your summer 
community event, on Saturday 5 July!  

Contributions of cakes, biscuits & other 
delicacies are sought please, for the 
Ebblefest WI produce stall. Please message 
Debby on 07865 724 607 for collection, or 
bring to the stall before 1pm on the day.  

PLEASE JOIN IN THIS FUN COMMUNITY 
EVENT THAT ALSO RAISES IMPORTANT 

FUNDS FOR OUR VILLAGES! 

CHALKE VALLEY 
LINK SCHEME 

 
If you live between Bishopstone and 
Bodenham, and need help getting to 

your medical appointment, local 
shopping or visiting family members in 

hospital, please phone the  
 

Joint Coordinators on  
01722 718 780  

See e-News and Notes for more details 

See great art and meet the artist at Charlton all Saints 
 

artquartet.co.uk/news/summer-2025        hampshireopenstudios.org.uk 

Don’t forget EbbleFest, your summer 
community event, on Saturday 5 July!  

Contributions of cakes, biscuits & other 
delicacies are sought please, for the 
Ebblefest WI produce stall. Please message 
Debby on 07865 724 607 for collection, or 
bring to the stall before 1pm on the day.  

PLEASE JOIN IN THIS FUN COMMUNITY 
EVENT THAT ALSO RAISES IMPORTANT 

FUNDS FOR OUR VILLAGES! 
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Odstock, Nunton & Bodenham WI 
W e had a marvellous afternoon at the summer party on June 9th. Members of the 

ONB WI, guests from two local WIs, Redlynch, New Sarum and Christine 
Walker, retired WI advisor for Wiltshire, were welcomed by the chairman, Hatty Hillier, to 
a fashion show of donated clothes fitting the WI theme of recycling pre-worn garments. 
Members of the ONB WI took to the catwalk decorated with stunning displays of 
everlasting flowers and to a musical medley modelled casual, smart and special 
occasion clothes with flair and panache, expertly compèred by Elizabeth Cutter 
describing each garment. Clearly future careers beckon for some WI members!  

After the show the clothes, scarves and jewellery could all be purchased, raising funds 
for the WI. A genteel buying frenzy followed; one member liking her donated garment for 
the show so much that she bought it back! A superb tea followed, sandwiches, cake and 
cream scones, with much conversation and friendly interaction. Many thanks to Rose 
Stephens and her team for organising the fashion show, Sue Amey and helpers for a 
delicious tea and the WI member who provided a lovely display of gallenia trifolium and 
penstemon.  

On June 30th a Defibrillator & Resuscitation workshop will be at Radnor Hall at 
10.00am. Ebblefest is July 5th with the WI stall and teas.  

The next meeting on 14th July will be on Travel - Hidden Gems and the summer outing 
on July 31st is to Laycock and Cadenham Manor. 

A Whitsbury Wanderer Writes 

I t all started back in January with a chance conversation. A conversation when you are 
least expecting it and one that induces a level of anxiety which you know you should 

resist but nevertheless is understandable as you are told you are shortly to get new 
neighbours! We’ve all been there. Will they be noisy, tidy & respectful of village life? Will 
we get on? Last minute preparations include some prompt hedge cutting, replaced fence 
poles & lingering looks over the neighbour’s quiet and orderly patch. We want to make a 
good impression but there remains the nagging worry around the unknown. 

The big day arrives but we keep our heads down as we want them to settle in without 
feeling watched. But as the days pass we begin to engage. Well, it’s the youngsters that 
appear and approach us first. They peer inquisitively into our garden but without 
judgment on our unkempt winter borders and we often hear them chuntering away and 
playing and it’s a comforting accompaniment to the end of a wet winter’s day … 
alongside the roosting blackbirds. 

So as the weeks pass we strike a happy accord and with a mutual respect and 
understanding that genuinely enhances our lives and those of all our visiting children 
and grandchildren.  

Then they are gone. They move on.  

By chance we saw them go. The herd of over one hundred beautiful jet black 
Aberdeen Angus’s toiling up the lane to pastures new and in final preparation for spring 
calving. Now, in the early summer, we see them on the distant hills as we walk up to the 
hill fort. We warmly hold on to the memories of our time together as neighbours. And we 
have new neighbours now. A field of peas!  

Thanks to our Odstock contributor for this lovely article, we welcome more from our 
readers please! 
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Focus on Food 
Letter from West Wales 

W e’ve been in Fishguard now for five months, time flies. We’re organising our first 
gathering to be held on the quayside this coming Sunday, so naturally we’ve been 

agonising over the guest list. A classic conundrum where the combinations are 
endlessly entertaining inside your head, but potentially fireworks when it comes to 
seating those guests around your table. 

Back in Salisbury where our pool of friends consisted of a few hundred, and after 
living amongst them for over forty years, you had a pretty good idea who got on with 
who, and who distinctively didn’t get on with whoever else, the list almost made itself. 
Although it was always important to disturb the algorithm by inviting a few clashes 
along, a few challenging combinations to keep things fresh and alive. That’s what 
gatherings are for, whether they be intimate dinner parties, or more elaborate, 
exuberant crowds downing bowl food and beer on a very narrow strip of cobblestones 
adjacent a five-meter-deep harbour of water. 

In Fishguard, well Cilgwyn, there’s a strong tradition of guests bringing food 
contributions to such elaborate gatherings and with an influx of Spanish and Peruvian 
neighbours, the hot ticket is tortilla. I’ve written about this before, but the level of 
competition the humble Spanish onion and potato omelette invokes is astonishing. 
Otherwise generous and warm individuals become quite vitriolic when describing the 
efforts of their friends and family even, in producing, in their eyes, an inferior product. 

There are only three ingredients, potato, onion, egg, along with olive oil, salt and 
pepper, that’s it. The results are remarkably different, but the passion those differences 
inspire can be overwhelming. I produced my classic tortilla, one that has been praised 
for over twenty years and offered it up to the Spaniards a couple of months ago, at 
another gathering. ‘Pero, no es tortilla’ they gasped, and the reason it categorically 
wasn’t a tortilla was that it had smoked paprika in the onions and nutmeg in the egg. In 
their mind, no spices are used, and to be honest, in Spain they seldom are. 

Then there’s the texture and colour, the classic, produced by Nieves Barragan 
Mohacho at Sabor in Heddon Street, London, just off Regent Street is rooted in the 
culture of the north of Spain, in the Basque country, Bilbao to be precise. Pale yellow in 
colour with a very runny interior, eaten on a plate with a fork and sometimes a spoon. 
Jose Pizarro, who hails from much further south in Extremadura and has a couple of 
restaurants in Bermondsey Street, to name but one location, I’m reliably informed 
encourages friendly tortilla competitions amongst local chefs and restaurants. Not 
something you would expect from a gathering of Italian chefs battling to produce the 
finest risotto, but maybe that happens too. 

Back to the gathering, the great joy of moving to a new home, county, country, away 
from all your friends, not that moving away from friends is a great joy, but the joy of 
meeting new people, is that they have no idea who you are. And you have the 
opportunity to be whoever you would like to be. You even have the opportunity to be the 
person you’ve been trying to be for most of your life, if only your parents, family and 
friends hadn’t been so vehement in wanting you to be the versions of yourself that fitted 
best with them. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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So after five months, we’ve gathered a group of diverse people to celebrate with. A 
mixed group of individuals who collectively reflect the mixed group of personalities we 
inherently are. I’m sure we all have collections of friends we would never invite to the 
same gathering; they just wouldn’t get on. My days of fox hunting with The Wilton Hunt 
and the throng I jostled with at the Hunt Ball, were certainly not the same crowd I 
shared many a field with, jumping up and down to music of a predominantly repetitive 
beat, to quote the Criminal Justice Bill in the early nineties. Nor would the Cambridge 
undergraduates, friends in the mid-eighties, have ever got on with my pogoing mates at 
the 100 club in Oxford Street, or my shoe-shining soul boy mates at Wigan Casino in 
the mid seventies. 

Then there’s the great phrase, ‘you can pick your friends but not your family.’ And 
how true that is when you’re somewhere new. And that’s what you do. Back in the land 
of old mates, you would be introduced to people by other friends who thought you 
might get on, have something in common. But here in Fishguard that luxury doesn’t 
exist, so it’s back to basics at the local brewery where you, literally eye someone, or a 
group of people up and think to yourself, ‘I quite like the look of them, I’m just going to 
wade in and introduce myself’, and that’s what you do, and so far the results have been 
rewarding. 

I stumbled into a conversation with a guy a few weeks ago, which quickly migrated to 
the topic of food, restaurants, chefs and recipes and particularly to the restaurant 
Barrafina, which is a favourite from many years ago. He was the business partner of 
the guy who runs the Bluestone brewery who I’ve got to know over the years I’ve been 
coming to Pembrokeshire. He was telling me that, together they were about to open a 
Spanish restaurant in St Davids, in the south of Pembrokeshire at the end of this 
summer. 

Beside myself with excitement, I invited them all to supper a few weeks later to get an 
update on their plans and to feed them one of my favourite Spanish dishes from 
Barrafina, Arrocina beans with chorizo, morcilla and pork belly. I messaged the 
Bluestone owner, Simon saying the invitation was open to any significant other the new 
guy may have. Turns out he had two significant others, both guys, and I was about to 
entertain my first throuple. ‘How do you think that works’ said Simon, ‘best not to 
overthink it’ I replied. 

Naturally it was a great evening, and the lads went down a storm in our household. 
We seem to be gathering an intriguing, eclectic, entertaining, new group of friends, with 
food at the core whilst simultaneously, blasting the algorithms out of the water. 
Martin Simcock 
Martin is now writing on the Scribehound Food Platform- please visit, see & ‘like!’ 

*** 
 

Plant of the month 

I t may be bit passé but I’ve chosen geraniums this month because I love the ivy-
leaved trailing red ‘Decora,’ which you see all over the continent in summer in 

window boxes, pots and on balconies. The flowers are prolific but not too big and 
blousy, & as it tolerates hot dry spots very well, it’s very easy to look after- just right for 
me! It won’t like the cold over the winter though, so needs to be taken inside to protect 
from frost. There are hundreds and hundreds of different geraniums and many 
perennials can be left outside over winter. ‘Rozanne’ is another favourite - a pretty blue 
and white perennial which flowers on and on and on from early summer until well into 
the autumn.  
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T here are fraudsters about who may try 
to steal your money, and unfortunately 
there have been recent local incidents 

of this.  

Here are some ways, recommended in 
recent leaflets from the Metropolitan 
Police, to prevent becoming a victim of 
fraud.  

For more information, go to 
www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware or see the 
Metropolitan Police Little Leaflet series 
that cover Preventing Fraud and 
Cybercrime.  

1. Be wary of offers that seem to good to be true - they probably are not! 

2. Don’t rush into offers or deals, talk to trusted advisors before signing anything. 

3. Check credentials before sending any money, again talk to trusted advisors first. 
Your bank will NEVER ask you to transfer money to another “safer” account.  

4. Never send money to unknown individuals or use payment methods you aren’t 
familiar with. 

5. Keep your banking and personal information safe, secure and protected. 

6. Access websites directly rather than through links in emails and texts. 

7. Scammers can make calls that look like they come from official phone numbers. Be 
suspicious and if you are worried, hang up and take time to check the call was 
genuine. Consider phoning the number back by dialing it from another phone to 
check it out. 

8. Similarly, do not trust that people turning up unexpectedly at your front door are 
who they say they are. Close the front door, take time to talk to trusted advisors 
about it and check them out thoroughly.  

9. If you spot a scam, or have been scammed, report it to help reduce the risk of 
others being scammed - don’t feel embarrassed. Scammers are clever; don’t feel 
embarrassed as you are not the only one to be deceived.  

10. Use two factor authentication in your online accounts, as it is safest. 

11. Use strong passwords. Always keep your software updated to the latest versions 
(these fix gaps in security).  

12. Be cautious using free wifi as it isn’t secure - someone could be monitoring 
everything you are doing.  

 

Leaflets with more information are available at:  
Metropolitan Police Guide to preventing fraud 

SCAM ALERTS AND CYBER SAFETY 
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HILLSIDE Self Catering  
accommodation  

in Odstock Village 
Luxury log cabin sleeps up to five 

Plus Twin, Double and Single 
self-contained rooms 

All rooms and the log cabin open-
ing out on to delightful gardens and 

each has a small kitchen with a 
fridge, oven and microwave.  

Free parking 
Minimum of a two night stay  

Please phone Carol or Jeff  
for bookings 

On 01722 329746 or book online 
at  

Hillsidebandb.co.uk 
The Yew Tree inn is nearby for great 

evening meals 
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LIAM BOWEN 
Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates Competi-
tive Rates 

Mobile 07712 284 618 
City and Guilds Qualified 

Handy Man 
Friendly & reliable service 

All jobs considered including: 

Hedge & Grass cutting & Plumbing 
Rubbish & Garden clearance & Repairs 
Gutters cleaned & repaired & Fencing 
Flat pack assembly & Small removals 

Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No job too 
small 

Call Andy on 0770 4578 293  
Email: acnservices@outlook.com 

Cam’s Cab 
Executive Private Hire, 

Air/Sea Transfers 
Long Distance and Local Area  

Cameron Purdon  
07967 724533 

ecam62@gmail.com 
Professional, Reliable & Courteous 

You’re in Safe Hands 

S J GILLINGHAM 
Oil Heating Services 

Installation - Maintenance - Service 
Email : sjgillingham@btinternet.com 

Tel 07831 378803 

Oil fired boiler maintenance 

OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS 

 

 

 

 

Grass, Tree & Hedge cutting 

Garden clearance 

Contact Josh on 07554 881 816 
Email: josh@lovelandscaping.co.uk 

 JN Upholstery  
Bodenham 

Josh Nicols has an upholstery workshop 
in the Black Barn in Bodenham. 

T: 07704 767 813 
E: info@salisbury-upholstery.co.uk 

W: salisbury-upholstery.co.uk 
Please get in touch for more details 
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Yoga Classes 
Tuesday: 6.30-8pm Vinyasa 

Wednesday: 9.30-10.30am Gentle Yoga (best for 
those relatively new to yoga) 

Thursday: 6.30-8pm Vinyasa 

Friday: 9-10am Power Yoga  

Gong Baths every Sunday: 7-8pm 

 

Restorative Yoga and Gongs once a month on Sunday: 6.30-8.15pm 

Breathwork once a month on Sunday: 2-4pm 

Underfloor heating. Mats, blankets and props provided. Off street parking  

For more information please email: studiobritfordyoga@gmail.com 

www.studiobritford.com 
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Britford Farm Shop  
 

Coffee, Cakes & 
Lunches 

Gateaux made to order 

Luxury Belgian chocolates 

OPEN: 

Mon - Fri 10.30am - 2.30pm 

Last orders for lunch at 2pm 

Booking is advisable 
but not essential 

Robert Lewis and the team look 
forward to hosting you 

01722 413 400 

www.britfordfarmshop.co.uk 



Issue 582 - July & August 2025 14 



Issue 582 - July & August 2025 15 

News from the Pews 
Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham 

E astertide season ended with our Pentecost service on 8th June and we are 
moving into what the church calls ‘Ordinary Time’, until Harvest Sunday in the 

autumn. However, there is still plenty going on. After hearing many requests for a ‘tea 
tent’ at Ebblefest on 5th July, the church community will be serving afternoon tea and 
scones there.  

On Sunday 6th July, as a result of there being no Duck or Raft race, there will no 
church service and we encourage you to join the EbbleFest team at 11am to help clear 
up the Nunton Field.  

Creativitea will continue meeting new neighbours over tea, cake and craft over the 
summer in the Barker Room on the third Thursday of each month (18th July, 15th 
August). We are holding a car boot sale on the field on Sunday August 31st to raise 
funds for the churches and hope you will support this event. 

We are thrilled that the total raised by our Lent Appeal for the building of the school in 
Cueibet, South Sudan, raised over £20,000 and we are immensely grateful to all who 
donated to this cause. The many volunteers who help with the care of all in the 
Benefice have been commissioned and thanked at a variety of services and parties. A 
beautiful concert of music for a summer evening was held at St Andrew’s Nunton to 
support the charity Rise 61 and the local churches. 

We hope that over this summer season, you might find the time to visit St Mary’s and 
St Andrew’s and take a moment to enjoy the quiet calm that these spaces provide. 
Stephanie Elcock, Mary Boydcamps, Churchwardens ONB Parish 
 

Charlton All Saints 

W e held the first of our Summer Evensongs at All Saints in June. We will have 
Evensong on the second Sunday of July, August & September at 5.30pm. 

Our Eco Church programme continued with some citizen science in the form of a 
Nature Count (like the Big Butterfly Count) for Churches Count on Nature, at which we 
recorded all the plants, bugs, animals and birds and sent the information to the 
National Biodiversity Network. To encourage hedgehog awareness, we built a simple 
Hedgehog Home under our yew tree, ably assisted by Charlton’s children. And we 
checked the Bug Castle that we built last year. 

Four villagers attended the Eco Church Deanery Day in Harnham. This took the form 
of a fair, with stalls from local eco-friendly organisations, including A Rocha, Broken 
Bridges Nature Reserve, Fair Trade, Harnham Parish Eco Churches, Salisbury 
Cathedral, Church Care and Wellbeing Walks. It has given us some new ideas. 

Our annual Village BBQ is on Saturday 19 July from 5pm. This year we have a 
Treasure Hunt in the Church and Churchyard with questions for all ages, followed by a 
traditional BBQ meal with meat and veggie options and lots of salads which will be 
ready at 6pm. We are holding the ticket price at £10 for adults, 5-14s £5 and under 5s 
free, to encourage as many as possible to come along to this community and family 
event. Tickets from Clare Penny on 07555 298 548. See you there!  
Clare Penny, Churchwarden Charlton All Saints 
 

ECO church news 
Great progress has been made in achieving the bronze award for ECO church at 
Charlton All Saints- now working towards Silver. See eN&N for more info! 
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Clergy Team 
Team Rector ~ The Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley:    01722 697 022 

Team Vicar ~ The Revd Alison Waterhouse:     07904 034 221 

Associate Priest ~ The Revd Kate Woolven:     07754 582 395 

Associate Priest ~ The Revd Maggie Metcalfe:    01722 325 825 

Team Administrator ~ Mrs Emily Broomhead:      07890 262 376 

 
Church Services  

For Britford, Charlton All Saints,  
Odstock and Nunton with Bodenham 

July 2025 

 

Please check the weekly e-Bulletin or e-N&N for all Benefice Services 

6 July 

3rd Sunday 

after Trinity  

9.30am 
 

6.00pm 

Parish Communion 
 

Songs and 
Sausages 

Britford 
 

Britford 

Maggie 
Metcalfe 

Maggie 
Metcalfe 

13 July 

4th Sunday 

after Trinity 

9.30am 

 
11.00am 

Family Communion 

 
Morning Prayer 

Nunton 

 
Charlton All 
Saints 

Maggie 
Metcalfe 

Roddy 
Voremburg 

20 July 

5th Sunday 

after Trinity 
9.30am Parish Communion Odstock Ruth H-S  

27 July 

6th Sunday 

after Trinity 

9.30am 

 

11.00am 

Parish Communion 

 

Family Service  

Charlton All 
Saints 

 

Nunton 

Ruth H-S  

 

Adrian Taylor 

3 August 

7th Sunday 

after Trinity 

9.30am 
 

11.00am 

Parish Communion 
 

Family Service  

Britford 
 

Nunton 

Maggie 
Metcalfe 

Adrian Taylor 

See the e-Bulletin or church notices for August services. 
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Help make the Stars Appeal’s 20th 
Walk for Wards 

 a ‘walk to remember’ 
 

The Stars Appeal, Salisbury Hospital’s Charity, is calling on the community 
to help make its 20th Walk for Wards a “walk to remember”.  

Walk for Wards, the charity’s annual sponsored walk, takes place on 
Sunday, July 6, at Wilton House. Registration closes on Sunday, June 29. 

Helena Sinclair, of the Stars Appeal, said: “This year marks our 20th Walk for 
Wards and we are calling on the community to join us to celebrate this 
milestone and make this a walk to remember. With a choice of 3k, 5k, 10k or 
the new 15k walks, live music from local musicians, and a chance to picnic 
on the Wilton House lawns, it’s a truly special way to support the Hospital’s 
Charity. Over 1,600 walkers have already registered and there’s still time to 
sign up.” 

Money raised by the event helps fund Stars Appeal projects across 
Salisbury Hospital including state-of-the-art equipment, enhancements to 
buildings, and the charity’s ongoing projects like the Stars Appeal Wi-Fi and 
support for people with cancer. 

To make this milestone year extra special walkers can also enjoy live 
performances throughout the day. Performers include Salisbury City Band of 
the Royal British Legion, Sounds Better Singers, Sock Puppet Jukebox, 
Wyndham St Mark's School Choir, Lucas Hardy, Wilton Band, and Tom 
Clements from Tom & the Clementynes. 

Register for free at www.starsappeal.org/event/walk-for-wards/ or call 
01722 429005.  
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Get Flood Ready - 23rd July 4.30 pm  

Your Invitation 
 

 

You are warmly invited to join us online for a meeting with Flood Tec and Flood 
Kit on the 23rd July at 4.30 pm. 

 
These businesses will not be selling any product, nor is Wiltshire Council 
endorsing them over and above any other business. However, their involvement 
in the November 2024 Get Flood Prepared event at the Guildhall in Salisbury 
proved invaluable to many members of the public who visited that day, and we 
would like to invite them back to offer you advice and direction on how to get 
flood prepared in 2025. 

 
The Environment Agency will also join us at the meeting. 

 
We hope to provide you with opportunities to raise your queries and concerns 
regarding how you can get ‘flood ready’, whether as a resident, business or 
community organisation. 

 
Please see the attached flyer below for more information, and let us know if you 
can attend via the QR code or by emailing me. 

 
 
Kind regards 

Karen Linaker 

Strategic Engagement & Partnerships Manager  

Salisbury, Southern and South West Wiltshire 

Leisure, Culture & Communities Department 

Tel: 01722 434697 Email: karen.linaker@wiltshire.gov.uk Web: www.wiltshire.gov.uk 
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Bring A Picnic and Not A Barbecue  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I f British Summer Time and warmer days mean you will be visiting one of Dorset and Wiltshire’s local 
heathlands or outdoors spaces to enjoy the wildlife and wilderness, please take a picnic.  

 
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service (DWFRS) is encouraging residents and visitors to bring a 
picnic and not a barbecue when out and about. Warmer and breezy weather increases the risk of 
accidental or deliberate fires in our open spaces. 
 
A wildfire can move at speeds faster than an Olympic sprinter, so we are asking everyone to follow 
some simple steps: 
 
Þ If you are enjoying our open spaces when a fire occurs, get to a safe place and call the fire 

service on 999 immediately, with as much information as possible. 
Þ Consider downloading and using What3Words to identify your exact location. 
Þ You can also help by reporting any anti-social behaviour on our heaths and open spaces to the 

Police on 101.  
 
Landowners and land managers are also advised, where possible, to be prepared for fires and ensure 
that fire breaks are cut and well maintained with any cut grasses and vegetation removed from the site.   
 
For more information on heath fires and countryside safety, please visit our website Dorset & Wiltshire 
Fire Service | Heath fires and countryside safety 
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THE CHALKE VALLEY LINK 
SCHEME 

exists to provide transport and other good neighbour 
support in a local, personal and friendly way to 

members of the Chalke Valley community who need it. 

If you live between Bishopstone and Bodenham, and need 
help getting to your medical appointment, local shopping or 
visiting family members in hospital, please phone: 

The Joint Co-ordinators on 01722 718780  
Roger Brown, Jenny Monds or Debby Underhill,  

who will be on duty in rotation. 

 

There is no charge but you are invited to make a donation towards our 
administrative costs. All our co-ordinators and drivers are volunteers, and there 
may occasions when you will be asked to leave a message, which will be 
answered. Please give us as much notice as possible to find an available driver. 

 

We are always looking for Volunteer Drivers to enable us to continue to provide a 
useful service for the community. If you feel you can help – you won’t be 
committed to any particular date or time, only when you are free – please contact 
any of the above for further information. 

 

Registered Charity No 1076335 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 
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Police Crime Commissioner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wiltshire PCC hears views of young people at Youth 
Commission workshop 

Y oung people had their say on policing priorities and issues in Wiltshire at a 
session attended by Wiltshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC).  

Members of the Wiltshire and Swindon Youth Commission met with PCC Philip 
Wilkinson this week to discuss policing in the county, as well as share plans to 
carry out workshops in schools and conduct surveys amongst other young people 
around what drives crime and vulnerability.  

The Youth Commission, which is run by Participation People on behalf of the 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC), represents young people 
across the county and ensures that young people’s views and experiences are 
reflected in the work done by the OPCC and Wiltshire Police.  

During the session, the group discussed how to effectively reach out to young 
people and the importance of providing preventative and alternative pathways for 
those on the edge of criminality.  

Mr Wilkinson said: “The Youth Commission’s role is to gather information and 
data from their peers so we can have informative and positive discussions about 
how my office and Wiltshire Police can provide a better service and proactively 
engage with young people in the county.  

“It was great to be able to have such open and honest conversations with the 
young people and hear about their plans to gather the views of their peers. I very 
much look forward to seeing the responses from their upcoming survey.  

“Taking the views of the Youth Commission and the young people they represent 
on board will serve us well in the future to make further positive strides in the work 
we’re doing, as well as directly deliver priority one of my Police and Crime Plan, a 
police service that meets the needs of its communities.”  

(Continued on page 24) 
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Evie, 12 said: “This is a really great opportunity for us to speak out for other 
young people to give them a voice when speaking to the Commissioner. I really 
enjoyed being part of the mini police in primary school and this lets me continue 
to have a say.”  

Jake, 12 said: “From the age of 10 children and young people can come into 
contact with the police, so it’s important they have a voice in policing and that is 
what we are aiming to do.”  

A spokesperson from the Participation People Delivery Team said: “Partnering 
with the Wiltshire and Swindon Police and Crime Commissioner on the WYAG 
project has been nothing short of incredible.  

“From the passion and drive shown by the young people to make a real-world 
impact, through to the OPCC’s commitment to truly listening to future 
generations and acting on their feedback. The collaboration has been inspiring!  

“Through interactive workshops, focus groups and independent research, the 
WYAG young people have developed a comprehensive action plan for Wiltshire 
and Swindon Police to address the issues that matter most to them – from 
tackling institutional racism to addressing the peer pressure that can lead young 
people to offend.  

“It’s projects and partnerships like this that remind us exactly why we do what 
we do – and highlight the real power of meaningful youth engagement fostered 
by co-production and community.”  

To find out more about the work of the Youth Commission, please visit 
the OPCC website.  

 

 

Philip Wilkinson 

Police and Crime Commissioner  

(Continued from page 23) 
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Cyber Security 
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Cyber Security 
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Local Halls 

The Radnor Hall 
Your village hall at Bodenham 

for private functions, meetings & community 
events 

Capacity: 80 standing, 60 seated 
Special hire rates for residents of Bodenham, 

Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and 
Odstock and for regular users 

For bookings and enquiries, please contact the 
Hall Manager on 01722 329 760 

RadnorHallBookings@gmail.com 

Britford 

Memorial & Community Hall 

Ideal venue for children's parties, social 
gatherings, family occasions, meetings 
and presentations, workshops, classes, 
private functions and community events 
Competitive rates — convenient location 

Holds up to 60 people 
For bookings or enquiries: 

Britford@live.co.uk 

Don’t forget that News and Notes 
is also available online at 

 

NewsandNotes.co.uk  
Current and archived editions, 

Longer versions of articles appearing in News and Notes, 
Articles, news and reviews which we haven’t had room to publish 

in our printed version. 
 

You are encouraged to join the E-News and Notes mailing list.  

Go to: NewsandNotes.co.uk to sign up. 

Once a month you’ll receive an electronic version of this newsletter plus the extra 
articles straight to your email inbox. 

Want to advertise in the News & 
Notes? 

Head to NewsandNotes.co.uk for more 
info or email 

editor@newsandnotes.co.uk 



Issue 582 - July & August 2025 30 

 

 

Editors:  
Liz and Nick Stanger 

 
Digital and Business Editor: 

Jeremy Metcalfe 
 
 

Email:  

editor@newsandnotes.co.uk  

 
 

Web page: 
NewsandNotes.co.uk 

 
Next Deadline: 

 
14 August 2025 

For September edition 
 
 

Paper copy printed at Speedyprint Salisbury 

News and Notes 
For Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock 


