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Happy New Year!

January 2017

from Revd Rick Williams

And let’s face it, in January we have to be told that, because there isn’t much else
generally to commend January! It is a cold, dark month, and the one when the bills from
Christmas come in!
One could set New Year any time, I suppose… and indeed, various societies do.
Revolutionary governments are fond of picking the anniversary of their revolution, as a
way of saying, “History started afresh here”. The Jewish New Year falls in our September
(or early October) and is said to mark the anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve,
but may also be linked to the agricultural year. The Islamic year is calculated as twelve
lunar months, so not as long as our solar year, which means its new year can fall in any
season… the current Islamic year began on 3rd October 2016.The Chinese New Year falls
on the new moon between 21st January and 20th February.
Insofar as there is a Christian New Year, it actually begins on Advent Sunday (the fourth
Sunday before Christmas), since that is the one the church calendar officially recognises!
How many people in Britain know that, I wonder? But the one that is generally recognised
derives from the Roman calendar (as modified several times, most notably by Pope
Gregory XIII. It was the Romans who made 1st January the first day of the new year,
presumably based on exactly that miserable fact about January with which I started this
article… it is, near as makes no odds, the middle of winter, the coldest and darkest part of
the year. Its name is linked to that of Janus, the two-headed god of doorways, who
looked both backwards at where you had come from, and forwards to where you were
headed.
And maybe the reason it is the New Year that has caught on is exactly that. It is at the
darkest, coldest time of the year that we do indeed pass through a transition. Things can
only get warmer and lighter! The only way to go is up. Janus can look back regretfully at
the summer that has died, but also with hope to the summer that will be …... (cont. on p2)

Church of England Services
10.00am
11.00am

Short Benefice Communion
Morning Service & Lunch

Bishopstone
Broad Chalke Chapel

CB
CB

8th January
Epiphany

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Parish Communion
Choral Mattins (BCP)
Family Service

Odstock
Charlton All Saints
Coombe Bissett

AP
MC
JT

15th January
2nd Sunday of
Epiphany

9.30am
11.00am
4.00pm

Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong (BCP)

Nunton
Homington
Britford

CB
RW
RW

22nd January
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Parish Communion
Family Service
Choral Mattins

Charlton All Saints
Odstock
Coombe Bissett

CB
RW
CB

29th January
Candlemas

10.00am

Benefice Communion

Homington

5th February
Sunday before
Lent

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Parish Communion
Family Service
Family Communion
Evensong (BCP)

Britford
Nunton
Coombe Bissett
Homington

1st January
2nd Sunday of Christmas
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Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham WI

Happy New Year (continued from front page)

12th

…… And maybe that’s the reason why the Christians,
despite playing about with other options (such as
Advent Sunday, as mentioned, and March 25th, which
had some popularity in the Middle Ages), in the end
were happy to stick with the pagan Roman date. For
that sense that hope comes when the darkness is at
its greatest is at the heart of our Christian belief, when
we think about how Jesus had to pass through the
darkness of the crucifixion before rising to glory.
New Year is a dark time when we dare to hope. Our
New Year resolutions are a sign of that hope…
setting ourselves targets for improvement. The
Bishop of Salisbury has made “Renewing Hope” his
slogan for the Diocese. There are worse things we
could do! Let’s try to use this January to do just
that… to look forward in hope to what the future may
bring, for 2017 is a new year with new opportunities.

December 2016

Gill Dodd
As always, this meeting was a great social event. We
had been asked to wear a Christmas hat, and they
were spectacular. There were about 15 to choose
from, and Hatty Hillier won with her beautiful Xmas
fairy.
The President, Heather Marrison, welcomed
everyone including 2 guests: one a founder member
Mary Boyd Camps; the other Liz Stanger.
The business meeting and usual group activities were
announced and kept short. We were reminded that
our subs were due in January, and to bring our
resolution forms to the next meeting.
There was a Bring & Buy stall, Xmas quiz and a large
Christmas Raffle. We were served with mince pies,
coffee and mulled wine whilst attempting a Xmas
competition. Margaret Barrow was thanked for her
usual wonderful catering.
The final delight was a quartet of singers – Stella
Flux, Rosemary Stephens, Susi Appleford and Gill
Sawridge who sang novel renditions of Xmas songs
and carols. It was clever and amusing, especially
when we all took part in “The 12 Days of Christmas”.
Pam Trubshaw thanked all the hard working
Committee on our behalf, and the President extended
her seasonal wishes to us all.
The next meeting is on 9th January when the talk is
”Bless This Child”. We have been asked to bring
Christening robes.

CURRY NIGHT
Friday 27th January 2017,
2017, 7.30pm
Britford Memorial and Community Hall
Eat as much as you like from a delicious selection of
curries and traditional accompaniments.
Bar serving beer and wine at pop up pub prices!

Tickets £15.00 in advance
Please email britford@live.co.uk

Britford Parish Council

Accommodation Wanted

Britford Parish Council has added some useful
literature regarding flooding advice and information to
its website (www.britfordparishcouncil.co.uk), or you
can contact the Parish Clerk, Mandy Atkins at
clerk@britfordparishcouncil.co.uk for more details.

Elderly gentleman, currently living in Britford and
attending St Peter’s Church, is looking for a quiet
bungalow/annexe/flat etc. to rent. Must be completely
non-smoking.
Please call Robert Isles on 01722 349526.

Computer Table
Computer table, 23”x 20” top, 3 shelves, 2 sliding.
Free. Collect from Nunton. 01722 328608

Short Mat Bowls
The Short Mat Bowls Club has now been successfully
running at Radnor Hall for over 3 months. We have
been meeting every other Thursday evening from
7.00pm to 9.00pm. If others would like to join us they
would be most welcome; just pop along for a couple
of hours to try it out.
We will be meeting on the following dates in the New
Year:Thursday 12th January; Thursday 26th January
Thursday 9th February; Thursday 23rd February;
Thursday 9th March;
Thursday 23rd March.
Ring call Keith Bradford on 01722 329740 or
Rod Poynting on 01722 322236 if you wish to
know more.

The Filling Station
The Radnor Hall, Bodenham
Salisbury, SP5 4EQ
25th January
Refreshments from 7.30pm
then worship teaching and prayer till 9.30pm
on the 4th Wednesday of the month
To find out more about the national organisation
visit www.TheFillingStation.org.uk
Or contact us at SWiltsFillingStation@gmail.com
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The Other Nunton

Reading Group in Britford

Sherwood Elcock
For the past couple of weeks I have been fortunate to
find myself working as a locum doctor on the island of
Benbecula in the Outer Hebrides.
I was delighted to find that my short drive to the
hospital each day takes me through the small
settlement known in Gaelic as Baile nan Cailleach,
which translates as Town of the Old Ladies, or to use
its anglicised name, Nunton; the only other Nunton in
the UK.
Nunton on the island of Benbecula is a small
community of no more than a dozen houses, the
largest and most impressive of which, Nunton House,
was once a Nunnery. There is no pub and no shops
but there is a small art gallery and museum which
doubles as a cafe.
There is no church here today but the community
originally developed around a small monastery, the
windswept remains of which are still standing in the
cemetery. The building dates from the 13th century but
there is evidence that the first monastery here was
built in the 7th or 8th century, probably by monks
driving from Ireland. The cemetery is well kept and
contains several graves of unknown sailors who
fought in the Battle of the Atlantic and whose bodies
washed up on the adjacent Atlantic coast.
The name Nunton, and presumably the Gaelic “Town
of the Old Ladies”, derives from the fact that the land
here belonged to a group of Nuns. They were
granted the land in the 16th century by the son of the
local Laird who, after a misspent early life, sought to
appease the community and find favour with his
maker by donating land to the church.
Nunton is on the west coast of Benbecula. The
shoreline consists of long stretches of silver sand
backed by sand dunes and exposed to the full force
of Atlantic gales. This sand, mainly composed of
shattered sea shells, is blown inland where it mixes
with the peat to produce an easily worked, welldrained soil that supports hundreds of small crofts
mainly raising sheep and beef cattle. The crofters use
fairly traditional farming methods and this results in
the glorious flower meadows of the Machair, the local
name for this fertile coastal plain, which also has
large numbers of birds, including many species now
rarely seen elsewhere in the UK. At present there are
huge flocks of geese and plovers on the fields. In the
early summer Corncrake arrive in the grasslands and
can be heard calling at night, a sound once common
but long forgotten in Southern England.
It has been a privilege to work in this community and
to have the opportunity to visit patients in their homes,
occasionally requiring the assistance of an interpreter
for some of the older residents for whom English is a
second language.
I first came to work here in the summer when I
enjoyed the long days when even in August it was still
light at 10pm. Now of course it is different, it is still
October and the sun doesn’t rise before 8.30am and
has set before 6pm.
I think I will head south to the other Nunton for the
winter!

Enid Alston
I have spoken to several people who are interested in
a Book Group, but as this has been at social
evenings, I have instantly forgotten their names. I
also now have a list of several people who I do know
and have been in contact with. If you are one of
those who is interested, please give me a ring on
01722 331705. We are hoping to get together for the
first time in the last week of January.
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Odstock Neighbourhood Planning
Steering Group
Roderick Mackay
The group is now working on a first draft of the plan
based on the collected views of residents. It is
intended to present this to the Parish Council and
circulate to residents. We then will have an open
meeting in the New Year, when all residents can have
their say.
We now have formal consent from Wiltshire to our
designated area, received on 23rd September 2016.
Whilst this is an important stage it merely allows us to
base our plan on the civil Parish including Bodenham,
Nunton and Odstock.
You may have heard that Downton has now been
successful in their Neighbourhood Plan, and we now
need further input from the members of the parish
and those working here, so that their views are taken
forward in our own plan.
The Housing & Planning Act 2016 had been passed
and The Neighbourhood Planning Bill has got
underway. Both support and encourage
neighbourhood plans.
Any further views and observations in advance the
open meeting will be welcome. Please send an email
to madra@myfwi.co.uk .

Bible Study Group
The Orchard, Nunton
We shall be using the York Course titled Faith, Hope
& Love. The course is based on the three great
qualities celebrated in 1 Corinthians 13. This famous
passage begins and ends in majestic prose. Yet it is
practical and demanding. St Paul’s thirteen verses
take us to the heart of what it means to be a
Christian. We will hold the 5 sessions during Lent
starting with session 1 on Tuesday 21st February
2017; we like to start promptly at 7.30pm.
Do come and join us, we are a friendly group and love
to include new members whenever we can. The
discussions will be lively but not threatening! The
course booklet, which you will find very helpful, will
cost £3.59. But there will be no other charge. We
meet in the Community Room of The Orchard and the
entrance to come in by is situated across the garden
behind the Bus shelter on the Nunton/Odstock Road.
(Just follow the path near the Post Box) The door will
be unlocked between 7.15 and 7.45pm, so feel free to
come on in.
Any queries please contact Marian Hearne 01722
335685 or call in and visit me at No 3 The Orchard.
-3-
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Cleaned Up Ltd

Georgina Dando
Painter and Decorator

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL CLEANING

For all your decorating needs.
No job is too small.

New Year Promotion 10% off normal price on;
Carpet cleaning, Oven cleaning
Other types of cleaning undertaken
We provide high quality, reliable and friendly service.
Fully Insured
www.cleanedupltd.com 01722 580038
email:info@cleanedupltd.com

For a free quote please call
07789988010
georginadando@hotmail.com

Unit 3, Deans Farm Buildings, Stratford Sub Castle
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 3YP

JD Sewing Services

NIKKI EASTERBROOK

Curtains, Roman Blinds, Cushion Covers

C&G NVQ IFHBT

BEAUTY THERAPIST

Made for you in your choice of fabrics

Manicures
Pedicures
Waxing
Massage
Dermalogica Facials
Non Surgical Face lifts

Clothing alterations undertaken

No job too small
Contact Jan:
01722 334509 or 07810 516221

Hot Stone Massage
Aromatherapy
Body Treatments
Body Spa
Eye lash/Brow Tinting
Electrolysis

PHONE: 07811 514339
Evergreen, Shepherds Close, Odstock, Salisbury

The aim of FP is to identify basic postural
imbalances through Pilates based exercises to
increase muscular balance and strength, improve
posture and improve core and back strength.

New Class at
Pure Health Fitness & Therapies,
Odstock
Starting 6th January 10.50am-11.50am
These classes run term time only
£36 a term or £6.50 per session
To book contact Sam 07765 836614
Email samjmouland@yahoo.co.uk

Hillyer White Garden &
Landscape Design
Complete design service for
beautiful gardens
Contact Joy Hillyer
07860 792020 - joyhillyer1@gmail.com
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all the sevens

Odstock village

TAXIS
01722

HILLSIDE B&B
Luxury log cabin sleeps up to 5
plus Twin, Double, and Single self-contained rooms
All rooms and the log cabin opening out on to
delightful gardens, and each has a small kitchen with
a fridge, and microwave, and a light breakfast
included - Parking

77·77··77

“We take every booking personally”
Taxis – Transfer – Tours
24/7 service – Fixed Prices – walk-in office

Please ‘phone Carol or Jeff for bookings
on 01722 329746 or book online at
hillsidebandb.co.uk

17a Brown Street, Salisbury, SP1 1HE

www.allthesevens.co.uk

The Yew Tree Inn is nearby for lovely evening meals.

facebook.com/sevenstaxis
twitter.com/sevenstaxis

‘The Very Handy Man’
Domestic & Commercial Handyman Services in
and around the Salisbury Area
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting & Decorating
General Repairs/Maintenance
Garden Maintenance
Cleaning
No Job Too Small
Hourly Rate or Set Price
12 Years’ Experience/FULLY INSURED
Call me, Pete Reynolds, on
07925 976275 or 01722 417926,
or email pete.reynolds66@gmail.com

Kevin Knight

Clock & Watch
Repairs
Free estimates given
Over 30 years’ experience
Tel 01722 331969

Mob 07900 928451

Email: kevindavidknight@gmail.com

JANICE’S
JANICE’S IRONING
Downton
Ease your life,
Let me do your ironing!!
£11 per hour
TEL: 07879 882348
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Pure and Exquisite
Nails by Kimberley Creative Nail Design Salon

PERSONAL TRAINING

Nail Extensions, Maintenance Treatments
Shellac Treatments, Citrus Spa, Manicure
Almond Spa Manicure, Vinylux Treatments
Marine Spa Pedicure
Over 170 Shellac & Vinylux Polishes to choose from, sure
to match all of your special occasions.
Beautiful Pamper Gift Sets available to purchase.

1:1/Group training/Weight loss/Weight gain/Functional
movement patterns/Primal movement specialist

THERAPIES
Sports Injuries & rehabilitation, Sports/Relaxation/Hot
stone Massage, Podiatry/Chiropody, Nutrition &
Naturopathy

Phone: 07585 905905
Email: info@pureandexquisite.co.uk
www.pureandexquisite.co.uk
3 Clearbury Close, Odstock, Salisbury SP5 4NX

FITNESS CLASSES
With highly qualified instructors, also offering 1:1
sessions on demand

STUDIO & TREATMENT HIRE
A Beautiful, rural setting for therapists and instructors
needing a venue
For more information on Pure Health, its Trainers,
Therapists and class timetable, go to
www.purehealthodstock.co.uk

Traditional and Modern Wood Finishes

ORIGINAL FINISH
Professional Furniture Painting and more
Old & New Furniture sourced by request
Private and Commercial
Design - Source - Supply
For more information visit our website:

www.originalfinish.co.uk
Contact Lauren or Josh:
Tel: 01722 718023 Mobile: 07786 987752
Email: info@originalfinish.co.uk

New Consultant and time at the
Downton Slimming World Group
Brian Whitehead Sports & Social Club, Wick Lane

Every Wednesday at 6.30pm.
For further details call Kat 07901 787448.

Podiatry (Chiropody) Services

Painful feet?
Corns, Callus, Nail Cutting
Heel pain and more
15% off first appointment
at Pure Health Fitness & Therapies
Odstock, Salisbury SP5 4JB
Please call 07873 944198
Luise Ventress BSc(Hons) MchS
Fully qualified HCPC registered
www.hcpc-uk.org
sole-istic-health@outlook.com
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S J GILLINGHAM
Oil Heating Services

The Scissor Shed

Installation - Maintenance - Service
Email : sjgillingham@btinternet.com
Tel 07831 378803

•
•

Oil fired boiler maintenance
•

OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS

•
•

Handy Man

A small, relaxed hair salon in Odstock
Professional salon, top quality hair care
products
Restyles, cuts and colours, ladies, gents,
teens and children
Experienced and trusted stylist
Convenient location, free parking
Contact Emma: 07946 222032
emma@thescissorshed.co.uk

friendly, reliable service
All jobs considered including:

Maple Cottage, Odstock, SP5 4JA

Plumbing Repairs, Fencing, Hedge & Grass Cutting
Rubbish & Garden Clearance
Painting, Interior & Exterior. Small Removals
Gutters Cleaned & Repaired, Flat Pack Assembly
Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No Job too Small
Call Andy on 07704578293Email:
andynewell@tesco.net

DON’T stand for a broken
chair when you can sit on a
decent seat.

CHAIRS RERE-CANED
Les Dodd
01722 329341

Suzanne Rawle Therapies
Based on the Longford Estate, Bodenham, I am a fully
insured, experienced Complementary Therapist offering
Reflexology, Reiki, Holistic Facials (using Neal’s Yard
Remedies Organics products) and a range of muscleeasing, stress-busting massages including Swedish, Deep
Tissue, Hot Stones and Lava Shells.
Whether you have specific muscular issues, tension
headaches, suffer from stress, or just need some relaxation
and “me” time, there is a treatment waiting for you in my
first floor, tranquil therapy room.

Call or Text 07870 517338 for more information
Or visit my website:
http://suzierawle.wixsite.com/srawlereflexology
IND ME ON FACEBOOK
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Plumbing and Drainage
• Plumbing
• Heating
• Bathroom and Kitchen installation
• All work Fully Guaranteed

Rob Easterbrook

• 25 Years’ Experience

Mob No. 07557 762703

• Free Quotes

Extensions – Brickwork – Patios - Driveways
Drainage – Fencing – Renovation - Roofing
Bathrooms - Painting and Decorating
Hard Landscaping
Free Estimates

• Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks

Please call David on
01725 512645 or 07818 046222

Britford
Memorial & Community Hall

The Radnor Hall
Your village hall at Bodenham
for private functions, meetings,

Ideal venue for children's parties,
social gatherings, family occasions, meetings
and presentations, workshops and classes,
private functions and community events.

community events
Capacity: 100, seated 80
Special hire rates for residents of Bodenham,
Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock
and for regular users

Competitive rates - convenient location
holds up to 60 people.
For bookings or enquiries: britford@live.co.uk

For bookings and enquiries, please contact the caretakers
on 01722 329760

Regular Events
WI

Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham

Singing Group

Tuesdays (ex. Aug/Dec.), 4.30pm or 7.00pm, Barker Room, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862

Tiny Tots

Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45 – 11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham (Suzie Orchiton - 01722 502026)

Mobile Library

Britford (The Green), 10.10am – 10.30am (Wednesday 4th January)

Acorn Club

Coffee Morning – Wednesdays 10.30am at the Orchard

'Local Vocals'

Singing group for everybody. No need to read music. 1st and 3rd Mondays each month.
Radnor Hall, 7.30 - 9.30pm. Please check with Clare Chitty 07899 718780
Simple dances from many countries to join in with, no partner or previous experience necessary.
2nd and 4th Mondays at Radnor Hall, 7.30 - 9.30pm. Contact Clare Chitty 07899 718780

Circle Dancing
Village Prayers

If you’d like prayers to be said for someone you know, a particular situation or yourself, you may either put a
note in the Village Prayers box at St Andrew’s, Nunton or St Mary’s, Odstock, email details to
villageprayers@live.com or come along. Next meeting: 7.00pm – 11th Jan – The Barker Room, Nunton

Diary Dates
25th January

The Filling Station, The Radnor Hall, 7.30pm (see page 2)

27th

Curry Night, Britford Memorial and Community Hall, 7.30pm (see page 2)

January

7th

July

Ebblefest, Nunton Field

8th

July

ONB Fête, Nunton Field
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